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(The hearing was convened at 10:40 A.M., 27 September 1957) 

MR. BON:Ei': The meeting will come to order. 

DR. JONES: Mr. Chail'lllan, the meeting has been advertised 

as required by law. 

MR. ~= Item Bo. 1 is to consider petition by Zach 

Brooks Drilling Company, El Dorado, Arkansas, that forced 

pooling or the SWi or the SWi or Section 36, Township 2 North, 

Range 3 West, Citronelle Field, Mobile County, Alabama, be 

required. 

MR. 0 1RE&R: Mr. Chail'lllan, Zach Brooks' office called me 

trom El Dorado yesterdQ" and they said that they had an Asian 

Flu epidemic and there was only one man lert 1n the office, 

and he said he was too sick to cOllie to Montgomery. He ex• 

plained what they were trying to get here, and here t s all his 

papera, including the petition and notice and the order. He 

stated that Zach Brooks has a 92.594 interest in the unit, and 

that a Mrs. Mildred Robinson SWeet had refused to enter into 

an agreaent. 

MR. MEBRl'l"l': Read that percentage again. 

MR. OIRE&R: 92.S94$. 

MR. BOBB!": Has the signature on that much? 

MR. OtRBAR: Yea. lrow, Mrs. Robinson Swaet baa refusecl: 

~ .. 



to enter tnto it. She owns 1.2341%. Now, there's some 30 

other people involved tn the unit tn the remaining 7% or 61%. 

Now, this ia a tarm-out trom Clult, he told me, and everybody 

down there was ready tor it to go down. They have the rig 

waiting. 

MR. BONE!': Is anJbody here that opposes itt 

(No reaponse) 

MR. O'REAR: He said there wouldn't be, and I don't think 

there ise 

MR. BOKKr: They just didn't sign, but they don't partic­

ularly oppoae itt 

MR. o•RE&B: That's right. He said this Mrs. Sweet 

didn't oppose it, abe just didn't want to enter tnto the 

agre•ent. 

MR. BOJiB'!: Nobody opposes itt 

(No naponee) 

MR. CARLISLE: Actually, Mr. Chairman, I think this ia 

right, Dre Jones,. w originall7 looked at a permit on that--­

HR. o•RE&R: That'• right. 

MR. CARLISLE: .tt that tble, we wouldn't ente:r into it, 

aa tar aa we're ooncernec!, and then we~igned it to Zach 

Brook&. and theJ diaoove:red some question ot title in there, 

that'• my understanding. 

MR. BOBJI:r: Do you have a oopJ ot the sipatures1 Blll f 
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MR. o•REAR: No a1r11 I---

MR. BONEI: How do we know that they have agreed to in­

tegrate'/ 

MR. O'BEARt Well, I was taking his word for it. 

MR. BORE!': Well, I'm taking yours tor it, I mean, that's 

juat--- I'm sure they have. 

DR. JOlfESt Doesn't he certif'J to a statement there? 

MR. 0'REARt I haven't read thia. I just got thia a 

minute ago. 

MR. CARLISIB: I can state this much into the record fop 

Gult OU Corporation, that we have entered into an agreement 

with thea on a t~-out assignment ot our interest in that 

unit. 

MR. MERRE."r: About how much intereat doea !Julf havef 

MR. CARLISLE: I don't know, frankly. .la I told you, I 

thousJlt the'J' would lie here • Whatever interest we had, we 

assigned it to them. 

MR. 0'REAR: Well, they aaid they had one retuaal, that 

being Mra. Sweet. 

MRo BCJ:RBr: Well 11 it' a been advertised:, and it there were 

any opposition to it, I 1m sure the opposition would have been 

here tod&T, as to that part ot it. 

DR. JOBES: 'fhat 's rislltt• 

MR. BORE!': 'lhereta no question in fll1 mind but what he 
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bas a percentage of the signatures that he sa's he baa, as t 

as that's concerned. 

MR. O'REA.R: Well, <kllt probably had over half ot th• 

before they assigned it. 

MR. CARLISLE:: Had over halt lease :Interest, and we 

assigned them whatever we had, I can state that into the 

record. I don't know what the percentage is. 

MR. O'REA.Rt Well, he gave me the percentages, but didn't 

state who the otber parties were, other than Mrs. Sweet. I 

have her tull name here, Mrs. Mildred Robinson Sweet. 

DR. JOBES: The petition itself has not been notarised, 

signed before a 11otaryt 

MR. BOJill:r: Signed, but not signed before a 11ot8l"J• I 

believe it's on their request here, isn't itt 

MR. Ot:REAR: Yea, berets the order. 

MR. BOJrB!': That' a alreac!J drawn up, huhf 

MR. OULISLE: That petition 1s aigned by the attorneys 

tor it. This tS... base the pel'lllit on the original permit you 

issued, because you know we transferred that pe1"111it to them 

unde:v a ret~Uest to you, Dr. Jones. 

MR. HBHRlT'l': I move that it be approved. 

MR. BOIIB!': It's been moved that it be approved. Ia 

there any diacuaaiont 

(Bo :response) 



MR. BONEr: I second the motion. Item No. 2 is to con­

sider petition by L. M. Glasco, Dallas, Texas, to drill three 

ott-center stratigraphic test wells in Greene County, Alabama. 

Is anybody here representing Mr. Glas·oof 

MR. MacELV&Dh Mr. Glasco is not represented, Mr. Chai 

man. What happened here, he's drilling these trying to find 

oil down in Greene County, and I have a map of Greene County 

here to show you the general area in which he's drilling. We 

made him take out these permits. We actually thou8bt he was 

just going to be atrat testing, and that's what it tnlrned out 

that he was doing. 

MR. BONEr: Let me ask this question - how deep is this 

proposalf I haven't aeon it. 

MR. Mao£LV&IN: He took out seven. There are only three 

here that are ott-center. He took out normal permits on tour· 

and he wants permits on these three. 

MR. 130lfBJ:a How deep is the PJ'Opoaed depth tor themf 

MR. MaaELV&IN:: 1900 teet, and it's all in fresh water, 

itta in this area right here (indicating on map) in the west 

end of Greene County, it you want to see where he's drilling. 

It'• strictly fresh water all the w.r dow.n here into---

HR. BOIIEI: Where IU'e the four wells with the regular 

permits, center locationaf 

MR. MacELV.A.IN: I've forgotten just which ones they were 

..a .. 



here, one, two, three--· there was another one in here, thia 

one, I th~, waa lesa tban 300 teet ott, lesa than 1$0 teet 

tram the center, as I recall. 

MR. BOilErs Where il his application? 

MR. MacELVAII: His applications are here tor these off• 

center onea. 

DR. JOIIES: Mr. Chair~~an, for your inton~.ation, I insist­

ed that he take out permits tor those wells because of the 

fact that be was cutting the be4a that would normally be ex• 

pected to produce oil or gas. 

MR. BOBEr: I th~ we made soae kind of a ruling, deci• 

sion, or sa.ething, when the fellow V1lliaaa was drilling over 

here soaewhere, ancl I don't l'ellleaber what our---

MR. O'RBA!h In Barbour Count,-, I belin·e it was, or 

BulloO'ke 

DR. JOIIES: 

MR. BOI!Brt 

you reaeaber? 

That's right, Bullock • 

.lnd he vas drilling it, oh, what depth, do 

MR. MBRIU'J!T: 21 000 feet. 

MR. BOli'Brt Without any permit or anything, and we aade 

a ruling, I believe, or psaaed same order or something that 

he would have to get a pel'!llit to d:l-111 those walla. 

DR • .TOJIBS: '!'hat's rishto 

MR. BOIEfs At that depth, and of couPae, that would take 



care ot thia, it we paaaed that, which I think we did. 

DR. JONES: Well, it has been our policJ there in the 

ottioe ot--

MR. BOI'B[: How long ago--- theae were properlJ adnr• 

ti-d, weren't theJf There was time enough to get tt. ott• 

center looationa, waan't theref 

MR. MacBLVADr: 'l'hese were advertiaed. This water he' • 

drilled all. 1,.~*'; 1n there baa proven the tact that itl 11 

treah water. Be did an electric log on it, atriotl7 a strat 

tul'!lout, but ,.. th~ught it would be a atrat t .. t and made hill 

take out permita in caae he hit an)' salt water, 'llhich be did 

not do in the tirst tour. 

MR. BOJIE!'t What ·did he do with the other Rll8'l 

MR. MaeBLVAilh He haantt drilled thaa Jet. Itt a juat t 

ott-oenter thatta the onl7 thing he'a getting peraiaaion troa 

the Board on. Ever)'thing elae ia--

MR. BOIB'rt Tb.oae thinga would have to be aealed might)' 

good, wouldn't thert 

MR. MaoBLVA.Drt It theret a an)' aalt water there. 

DR. JOJIES: 'l'hat•a what ve do on ever., wll that'• drill 

under a permit, then &nJODe who drUla the atrat teat at mat­

ever depth will ban to th .. aelvea take the aame oare in plugg 

ing a atrat teat tor which there'• no permit aa it a permit 

were granted:. Tb.at•a preserving the tresh water aupplJ ot the 
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State, and so even though tour ot these turned out to be fres 

water w.lls, still the other three tor which he'• asking per­

mits might be different things. He•a still cutting beds that 

would normally be expected to produce oil or gas it it were 

there, and I think we must have permita on all such -11a re­

gardleaa of depth. 

MR. :acno:r: I think we ruled on that, to the beat I re­

member, that '• still Departaent of O'onsel"Vation, when Williaaa 

was--- I don• t reJDember what the decision was. 

MR. O'RB&llt It's been about two or three :rears ago. 

DR. JOB:B:B: It'd been up several tilles before. 

MR. MI!:RR~: Well, Williams was reall.J--

MR. BOBBY: ReallJ hunting an oil well. This man here 

has just found out intol'IUJtion on 1111 oil llltl.l. 

DR. JOHEBr But still, arqbody could go into the same 

plan and ve would not need to isaue UlJ pel"'lits at all until 

the:r'd actually found oil. 

MR. BOBBr: But 1900 teet 1n Gilbertown is getting down 

just a litltle clon. You get production at about 2100. 

MR. MacELVAilf: Youtd be in salt water bJ the time JOU 

got there, but up here you do not. 

MR. BOBBrJ I knov, but up here :routre going to have to 

make this Statelf!ide, this ruling, it you make it to make th­

get permits, it should be Statewide, don't you know. 

DRo JOB:B:B: Por beds that would normally be expected ti 
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carry oil and gaa. In the 'l'enneseee Valle1 region, JOU might 

have oamael'cial oil at 200 01" 300 teet. 

MR. BOllE!": Well, I undel'atand that. 

DR. J0111!:8: I saw a pl'oducins well lll)'aelt in Ken1;9olq 90 

teet deep P!'odueing 1.$0 barr.b ot oil a dq, ao let'• get 

the---

MR. BOIIBI: But 1ou can't unless 10u bl'eak it into dia­

tl'icta ol' sonea, then 1outd have to make it generallJ State, 

un1eaa 1ou want to make it dittel'ent soDea, it JOU went to 

drill up thel'e at a ahallow depth without a permit, 10u see 

what I aem. 

DR. JOIIESt '!'hat's Wb:J I don't think we ought to eve!' aet 

*D1. apecitlc depth top etrat testing. I think we ougbt to 

give hill tlw apPI'O'fal on these things ao that he can dl'Ul 

thello 

o·. B01Br1 I JUke a motion that--

MR. MBRRI'f'ft Let'• ... , now, what 1 a the reason tor the 

ott-oenter location? 

MR. MacELVADI': Itta juat that he'• trying to t81tt a stl' 

tNnd!. Bl'• applied! hi a teat all the 1III!J' and thinka bet 11 get 

h1a 'beat chuaotel" ot the amd. In othel' wol'da, be state• 

that he'• tl'Jins to tine! out the structure, s01118thing ess­

ahllpect. 

MR. Ml!lRRl'.r'l't Jfo wel1a han been dl'Uled aa 1et in that 

are at 



MR. MacELVAilh !Jets taken out four normal permits 

which--

MR. MERRl'fT: That he driU•cl1' 

MR. MNBLV&Dh They have been drilled. He just wants to 

till 1n the structure. That's what he'a doing. 

MR. BOM«: And be thinks that•• what it will do, create 

an ot:r-centeP location? 

MR. MacBLVAilh Yea. 

DR. JOBES: It he d'Pilled th• noftiAl.lJ, he thinks hll' 4 

ain it, ao be wants to ~ on structure with these thinga, anlt 

I recommen~ that the permit be srante4. 

MR. BOllE!'& I make a motion that it be sranted. 

MR. MBRRlT'l': I second it. 

MR. BOJIE!'t Item Ho. l 1s to consider petition bJ •• E. 

Jones, P.,.ette, Alab11111811 tor apwoval ot plan to recove:ro 

shallow oil in F&Jette OountJ b7 pressure injection methods 

1n aultiple wells upon 40 aorea. I believe Ml". Merritt wants 

to ll&ke a speech on that. 

MR. MBRRl'l"h I want to hear 1t0111ething about it, though. 

MR. BOJIB[: Vhc '• representing Hl-. Jones? 

MR. MaoBLVAilh Ml". Bone,., you have a letter there tr0111. 

Hl-. Jones--

DR. JOIBS~ Be 1a laid up with a broken leg and he baa 

placed the thing 1n our banda. 
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MR. MBRRrFI": Baa my dead oil been produced by presaUN 

injection other than aeoondary recover7? 

MR. MlllcBLV.liB: GH~taCl!t• oil. has not that I know or, 

has 8UJ SNTitJ oil -- Gene, what do you think? 

MR. WHr!Bt W'el.l., I think it Is dead to start with, so I 

don't aee where ,.. could do an:tthing but gain t'rom it, I 11ean, 

it'• never going to be produced by nor.a.l. .. thods. I don't 

aee arJ:1 1lll'1 t'rCIII a conae!'Tiltion atandpoint that we could pos• 

siblJ lo.. aaything by letting him go ahe••• 

DR. JORl!JSt Let him go ahead. What he's asking tor, ao­

tuallJ, is lO_.ore apao~. 

MR. WBITBt lfell, 1t he can do that thing there and it 

proves ecoDCIIIical., he can do it all over lfiU'rior Baain, be• 

cau .. it's cteaa oil a~st everywhere. I'd like to see him 

go ahead and try it, even though I doubt verJ eeriouslJ it 

it'll work, I mean, that's J61 personal. opinion, but I'd like 

to ae• him trJ • 

MR. MaclllLV.liB: He'• got a zoig out thezoe wait1ng now, so 

he could at~ tomoProw. 

MR. WHITBa It it'• that ahal.low in depth, I don't aee 

'llh'J theJ don't sink a ahai"t and mine the stutt • Itt d be just 

aa .a.,.. 

MR. BOBBf: He says l»'a trying so11ething that'• never 

been doJ» in q other plaoe. 
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MR. MacBLVAilh Well, that b inconect, I believe. The 

glissenite deposit---

MR. BONEY: Could you go ahead and give him permission t-o 

drill on this particul~ ~0 and not go any turthert I wouldn' 

want to make a State rule on that, what I mean---

MR. MERRl'l'Tt At 600 teet, have you s•en corea out ot it 

or anything! 

MR. MacELVADrt He hasn't cored aDJ yet. I talked to Mr. 

Jones about 10 days ago and what he really wants, the whole 

thing is: an unkn011111 it'• in the nature ot a growth e:zplora­

t1on. He doesn't know &n'Jthing except that there are becSa, 

shallow beda, with dead! oil there and how can you produce> it. 

'l'hat'a all he's looking tor is a WlliJ to do it, an4 he propo•e• 

m.a<Jbe starting the thing ott by injecting di .. el tuel into e 

1n1ll in the center ot & 40. These 1n11ls around there will loa 

just like the tive spot on a cl1ce, pressure injection in the 

center and tour other wells: ia wbat be hes in mind, but that 

may not be it at all, and to kick looae tbe oil &11 20 teet 

under the gl"OUD4 or SO tee'\ or 100 ten, nobod7 kno... They 

jua11 'nllt to explore it and tind out 1t it can be produced and 

What it would take to produce it. 

MR. O'RE&R: Well, does Mr. Jones own this property or 

cloea: be have leases on itt 

MR. MuJ!LV.t.Dr: He has leases on it. 
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MR. O'REAR:: Well, what do those .t'olka think about iU 

MR. MacELVAilf: Well., people have been picking around 

vella up there .for 40 years and nobody'• got a co111111ercial well 

yet. 

MR. WBI'lE& It it can't be produced any other way, what 

can you loaef 

MRo BOlO!:!: Has he ever pro~oec! any .from this one -llf 

MR. MacELVAilf:: He hasn't drill.ed any wells yet, Mre 

Boney. 

MR. WHI'.rB:: lit t a got a ga. well., but he sold' that welL 

Be goof .. with that property. 

MR. l!lOIB!t Itta not under production, is itf 

E • WHI'l'Et lfo sire 

DR • .TOllES: 'fhereta no pipeline to it, Mr. Bone'J'• 

MR. BOlfB!: I've been to the well at Fayette that he 

dril.led, the gas well. 

DR. JOBES: As fa7 ••--- I don't know what the law is. 

I think it you approved the thing, it would have to be approve 

tor that horison, wherever it is tound. 

MR. BOlfB!t 'fhatta what I--· I wouldn't want to make the 

thing Statewide. 

MR. WHl'l'Et .lt that shallow depth, you're going to have 

to watch your tresh water injecting tluids under high presaun 

MR. BOlfB!: Where 1a YOUI'" tresh water theref 

.. ].6 .. 



MR. WHITE: I don• t know. 

DR. JONES: You wont t know till you dl-111 the wello 

MR. BOBEI'r Well, I mean, haven't you got any wells clos 

to itt 

DR. JOBBB: Bothingo 

MR. BONEY: Well, nol"lllally, What do you thi~ it would 

bet 

DRo JOBBS: I think actually what happeiUld was that some 

body waa drilling aro1md up there at some time or another and 

found this thing at a shallow depth, and now Mr. Jones wants 

to move 1n and aee 1t he cant t get it outo 

MR. MBRRift: What toraation 1a that, the pennQJ,vmia? 

DR. JOlES: Yea. 

MR. MBRRl'rT: Have you got ~l%~1--

DR. JOBBS& We wont t know till n get the corea. 

MR. BOBEI': ThSJ haven't swabbed itt 

DR. JOII1!8: They're not to the point where they can do 

any technical work on the well. 

MR. M_.,.,VA.Ilh Be juat wants to explore, Mr. Boney. 

That'• his words to me. 

MR. BOBEr: I believe thatta a local outfit, iantt it? 

MR. MBRRlT'l': He aaid s0111ething about a core 1n here 1n 

one ot these lettera. 

DR. JOIIESt That waa in the engineer'• report, that the 
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core that was submitted to him led h1m to believe that this 

thing could be done. Now, I know nothing about the engineer. 

MR. MERRIT'l't • ••• Many ot them had good gas preaaurea by 

the evidence ot these corea which I have seen ••• • 

DR. JONES: Be's willing to give ua a sixteenth ovel'l'ide 

to N. E. Jones plus a sixteenth to Harkins, and I agree with 

<Jene, that there' a no hBl"'ll to tl'J' anything that can be---

MR. MERRIT'l': May I see hia petition, pleaae1 

MR. MaeELVAII: He doesn't have a petition. That letter 

1•---
DR. JOIIES: Thet letter ia all there is. 

MR. MacELVA.IN: He just-- really what he wantl ia a tree 

hand to develop it as he goes along. 

MR. BONElC: Well, he should have some tormal application 

or something on that, shouldn't he, Bill! 

MR. 0'REAR: Wflll, yea. Let me see it, I haven't looked 

at the letter. 

MR. BONEY: I think we should have a tormal application 

ot same kind or something to go on. 

DRo JOBES: or what he's going to do and how he's going 

to do it. 

MR. BONEY:: '!'hatta right. 

MR. MERRIT'l'r And or which 40 acrea he's going to do it 

on. 



MR. o•REAR: Yes. I don't see how the Board could issue 

an order When you don't even have a description ot the proper­

ty, or do you have one someWhere? 

DR. JOBES: lfoe 

MR. MERRITTs Well, here'•--- there'• one in the engin­

eer's report, I believe·. 

MR. o•REAR: It s.ys in Township 14 and 1,5. That '• a lot 

of acreage, 45,000 acreao 

MR. BORE!': I think he still should submit an application 

to drlll his well. It could be off-center and so forth, and 

if the Board would have a hearing, somebodJ on the adjacent 40 

might object to it and sbow reason lib)' • 

MR. WOOD: Get part of the waterfront 1n bare, maJbe. 

MR. BOBE!'J Y&a, it could c:lo a lot, and I think that tbeJ 

should be bare. unless nobod)' knows anything about it. It 

theJ did, theJ're not here, and the)' were sutficientl)' noti­

fied, but I mean the descriptions W8re not shown. 

MR. QtRE&Rr I think the Board mightt wr1.te him and tell 

him theJ're either sympathetic with tbe proposition or theJ're 

notp end 1r they are, then to present his petition. 

MR. MERRIT'l: Well, we are, ot course. 

MR. BOBEr: Well, I'm sympathetia with 111. 

MR. MERRlT'll Well, in that case, let him submit a proper 

petition for what he wants, but it the Board is not sympatheti , 
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there' s no point in having him go through all that • 

MR. BONEr: Well, I'm inclined to be sympathetic with h 

because there hasn't been 8nJ produced up there and this may 

be the beginning of it, you can't tell. Certainly we'll know, 

but I don't believe we can operate without a petition or with 

out any applying or something showing us where Ia' s going to 

do it and what part of the 4.0 and so fortho Don't you concur 

with met 

DR. JONBS: Right, but since he is laid up with a broken 

leg, would the Board approve a plan Whereby it would contact 

Mr. Jones and try to lay out the ideu that have been express d 

here, the things that are to be done, and to give him such 

assistance as we can in preparing his petition to the Boardt 

MR. BOlJElr: I think that would be nice. 

DR. JOBES: Now, Bill, are you in position or willing to 

help with the preparation of that thingf I don't think he ha 

any money. 

MR. BOlJEC: All I know, he came in the house and talked 

to me. He's got a good line, he must have some. good support­

ers, because he's been plugging along tor quite awhile. 

mt • .TOJJESr Oh, yea. 

MR. BOllE!': He's been getting the money .tram aameWhere, 

and he probably could get this, and I think the Board should 

give him some assistance beo•use I don't think he knows what 
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it's all about, t~e routine of this. He might know the oil 

bus1neslt. 
I 

MR. 0'RE&R: ~ell, it's really simple to work up a peti• 
I 

tion. He has an ~dea of Where he wants to start and what he' 
! 

going to doo 

DR. JOBES: 

that scmet 

i 

~obby, do you think you can clll'ry through on 
I 

II 

MR. BC>llE!'' 1ell, he won't need any help after tomorrow. 

It he can't get permission to start tomorrow, his leases: are 
I 

automatically voi~d, and there you are again. 

MR. X.CELVA. He'll never start it he can't start·--

let's see, I think it's--- Itve forgotten the date that it was 

but it'• ~ust abou out. He's got a drill out there now and 

they're going to s 

drilling. 

MR. 0'REIR: 

1n here except-

4:01000 acrea. 

MR. WHI'lB: 

wlli.t 

soon as he gets a free hand to start 

sofar as I can see, there's no description 

ownahip lit: _. 15. Well, hell, that's some 

at does he have to do 1n order to hold this 

MR. MacBLVAIB Just drill a hole, just start drilling. 

MR. BORErs W 111 he'd have to drill • center hole. 

MR. MacBLVAD Ha has 601 000 acl"'la there 8DII. it's pretty 

much in the middle of it. 



I 

MR. BONEr: Wfll, why doesn't he do this --he's got to 

drill his center h~le, and I 1m not very familiar with this, 
' 

but I believe---
1 

DR. JaRES: W+ll, that would certainly be in the center 

of a ~o. We couldlapprove that, end he'd have to take his 

chances then on th+ rest of 1t. 

MR. BONEY: Wtll, I think the Board 1s S:flllpathetic to 

that. I'd like to 1 see 1t done. 

MR. MERRI!r'f: I'd like to see it done. 

MR. BORE!': I I think the Boarci<-JWDuld do it, but by the 

tt.e be drills his center location, it would certainly take 

hia a month 1n tha rook. 

DR. JOKES: it certainly will. 

HR. He also--- I believe he's going to drill 

200 111ells·, and he oean•t want to get a permit for each wll. 

MR. BONEY: H doesn't want tof He'll have to move to 

HR. He just 118llta to take out •--

DR. JOBES: •11 drilled for oil or gas 1n Alab_. 

must have a permit or we'll have chaoa. 

MR. BOllE!': S ppoae you take that up with him, BobbJf 

DR. JOBBBt Wi can immediate~ approve a permit for the 

center location on a ~o---
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DR. JONES: 4d that the Board ill sympathetic towud the 

idea, but simply mpst have a petition, a tol'mal petition. 

' MR. MERRI'l''l': 1 I don't know how • could Wl'ite an order 
' 

granting what he•s'l asking tor. 

MR. o•REAR: tou couldn't• 

DR. JONES: UrtU you know what he's asking tore O.K., 

then, that we will do. 
' 

MR. BONEY& M ybe same people on the outside would like 

to be heard on tha • You see, 1t you go to injecting 1n that, 

you might tamperL adjacent ~0, and somebody might have 

I think that would be better, 1t he wants 

to go along with i • He's got to drill that center well first 

and the Wflf stand that rock, he '11 be there another 30 

wll. 

DR. JOBES: s sire 

MR.~: I think that t s about the only thing we can 

I 

DR. JOIBS: It I will be done • 

o else would like to be hear•? Gulf must 

be dontt want to be hear4 on a well 

sinee Zach Brooks idnlt show up there. I didn't know--- you 

mentioned it thia trning, you know,. 

MR. OtRUR: es, he called 1114to Be said everybody in th 

office was sick an~ he said he t;bought he was going home. He 

I -&-
! 



:t'elt so bad, he thpught he was going home. 
i 

MR. CARLISLE:! I had understood that Magnolia was· going 
! 

to have a man overl here to discuss locations, but I haven't 
I 

seen him• on one o~ our :rarm-outs • 
I 

MR. BOREr: I believe that brings us, as far the business 

ot' the meeting, to approval o:t' the minutes o:t' the last meeting 

I haven't read the • but I mov• that they be approved. 

MR. MERRrrT: I aeoond ito 

MR. BO:NE!!: e next thing is this correspondence in re-

procedure, and I believe I'll let him go 

ahead and explain -- each one o:t' you gentlemen have a copy of 

that letter, so I lieve I'll let him go ahead and explain 

the idea on thato 

MR. O'BEAR: ell• as you know, we did get a law passed:• 

Mro Hamby got the aw paaaed: in the last legislature-- last 

session of the leg alature. r~ative to appeals to this Board, 

and basically, the law states that the appeals will be taken 

up purely on the r cord of this Board• that is, the transcript 

which we take and he various orders. and as you gentlemen 

know, if you've·re d some of these transcripts. it tends to b 

a round-table disc saion. If it was presented to a judge. it 

would be rather d ficult for him to really know What took 

place before the B ard. It was for this reason that I thought 

it might be well-- I know the other administrative agencies 
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county 1n which a~l or a part of the aggrieved person's prop• 

erty atfected ~ ~1 such rule, regulation, or order is situ• 

ated, to teat the !validity of said rule, regulation, or order 
I 

promulgated ~ th~ Board. SUch suit shall be arranged for 

trial and be ined •• expeditiously as .t'eallible, and no 

tor reasons deeme imperative by the court, and such trial o.t' 

the validity ot rule, regula~~. or order made promulgat 

ed hereunder be deemed prima facie validi. Ana court 

shall be limited ita consideration to review ot the recordl 

on the specifics tore the Boar4, and no new or additional 

eoeive4. The review in court 1hall 111111t 

ita o the tollowingt 

er the rule, regulation, or order is con-

stitutional; 

B. the rule, regulation, or ordeP was with 

out or 1n excess o juriedictionJ 

er the rule, regulation, or order Wld pro• 

sonableJ 1 

Eo Whet~er the rule, regulation, or o~ is un­

supported by evide ••" 

Bow, that is change and that 1a what ,.. shall abidie 
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by trom heN on ou~. So that means principally this, that 11' 
' i 

anyone comes betor' this Board to protest an order or it they 
' 

are not satisfied tith an order, then they've got to place all 

ot the evidence betore this Board, which, as you know now, is 

net the oaee. lfowf this case thatc--- one reason I'm here thi 

morning is to try 1o help them bring you up to date on the 

status or the case that's pending down 1n MObile, and that 

case is set for tr~al now on October 8tho 

MR. OtRBAR: te haven't heard whether the other party w1l 

be ready or not, b~t it has been set on the 8th. 

MR. BIMBY: I ts set tor trial and I'm sure y'all will 

want to be down th reo I think it wdll be wise perhaps it you 

were. Now, or co se, one of the big di.t'ticult ies 1n that 

particular case is that you gentlemen had no evidence· on it at-
, 

all before you whe+ you had to make your tleoision. There is 

no <tUestion in Fll1 ~ that your decision 18 righl; and I reel 

aura the court wil sustain it, but under the lp as we will 

have to try this p tioular c ... , it will be tried de novo. 

That means the co t will consider Bn'J and all evidence that's 

brought before th touching thtt validity of the rulee 

MR. BOllE!': U d:er the new 1.,, no evidence can be sub• 

mitted atter this ard ~· a rUltDc? 

MR. OtREAR: t must go up on the record uncfer the Bolll"CC. 

MR. C.&RLlB~: When is that effective? 



MR. HAMBI': 

MR. OtRE.tR: 

MR. BOllE!': 

~n the Governor signed it. 

te signed it Vednesd.,- ot this 

I* other words, the case that's 

now, they have bro ght ad•itional evidence int 

in Mobia 

MR. OtREAR: e assume that they have. There's no evi-

denee in the recor at all. They got up and made a lot ot 

wild allegations. That's all we had. 

MR. BOlO!': I other words, the Board would never have 

heard this new evi~encet 
MR. OtREAR: ~hat's 

to the Board. ! 

right. In other words, it's not ta 

MR. BO:REY: U der the old la•, on your ruling on a peti­

tion ot Which you ontt have all the evidence before you, 

therets no Wa1 you can make a valid rule on it. This W&J 

they'll be require to do it. 

MR. HAMBY: I '• presumed, ot courae, that they will in 

this case in MObil bring in quite a bit of evidence or try 

to, Which means w also, in defending this suit, have got to 

make plea to comb :t that with evidence, and I believe that 

TrmaJ.l'ex is going to supply the--

MR. OtBEO:: ea, I had correspondence trOIIl the product-

tion supervisor ot lrellll"'dB, I think it is now:, and they said: 

that they had sec & tbt services ot a consultant, a geolo-

gist, who is very •!liar with the Citronelle Piel•, Mr. 
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~rima, of Laurel, M ssissippi, and also that the production 

supervisor would be there if that was necessary. However, I 

think Mr. Gri .. can furnish all the details we need. 

MR. HAMBY: Th question in connection with that 

that I'd like to kn w, and I think it would be advisable if 

Dr. Jones would get that information up and maybe put it in 

the fora of a map o that particular area of the adjoining 

•o•s as to vbat san s those wells on adjoining •o•s produced 

from, whether there are any dual completions, and also we need 

to have a record wh ch you have as to the production record of 

this particular lNl that's involnd in this case. 

DR. JOlES: We do have in our office the production rec­

ord of every well i the State of Alabama, oil and gas, each 

aonth. 

MR. HAMBY: Ye sir, well, if we can have that from the 

tiae it was brouqht in ••• 

DR. JONES: We 11 supply that. 

MR. O'REAR: Y u have that from your last notice, Doctor. 
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MR. HAMBY: I hink we would certainly like to know 

whether any of the djoininq 40's have dual production. 

MR. WHITE: In ludinq diagonal off-sets? 

MR. HAMBY: Ye • 

MR. O'REAR: T e attorney said if I would get in touch 

with Mr. Reddick an have him forward the cost on the well to 

him, that he would ave an engineer there on the 8th. 

MR. CARLISLE: There's one question I want to ••• they're 

raising the questio is the lover zone the one tested, is 

that right? 

MR. O'REAR: T t• 1 right, that seems to be what their 

objection is. 

MR. CARLISLE: When we sign a contract, naturally we get 

the cost on it. It might be better to let them get into that 

probably and just 1 ve that out. It's just a suggestion. 

MR. O'REAR: P rhaps we could do it this way, Taylor, 

don't bring it up b t have your man there in case it's men­

tioned, if they bri g it up, a.s to the cost involved in the 

well. -30-



DR. JONES: Is there anything in the law that giYes this 

Board authority to make anybody drill to any horizon? 

MR. O'REAR: No sir. 

MR. HAMBY: No sir, y'all are absolutely correct in the 

statements. 

MR. O'REAR: That's strictly between the lessee and the 

lessor in their contract. 

MR. BONEY: Paul called me the other day before he took 

off. Their cost vas better on some wells than it vas on 

others and they wanted this Board to call in the Gulf Refinin 

Company and show why their coat was greater on John Doe's well 

than it was on the one oYer here. 

MR. WOOD& '!'hat's not 4 duty of this Board, Mr. Boney. 

MR. BONEY: '!'hat's what I told thu, I told thea th4t we 

haven't got a right to ••• one w.ll will coat more money some-

times than to drill another, and I don't believe we have enoug 

ground. 

MR. O'REAR: And there are occasions, if w. are appoiated 
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a producer and operator, then I think possibly the Board would 

be within its riqhts to inTestiqate. 

MR. HAMBY: I think perhaps it would be important from 

the standpoint of whether or not an operator was a prudent 

operator. 

MR. BOlEY: Well, we're supposed to know he is or think 

he is a prudent one before we call him one. We call him one 

when we appoint him. 

MR. HAMBY: But that question may arise later, thouqh. 

MR. MERRITT: Well, another question on the Anderson case 

is that Trans-Tax is not a prudent operator. 

MR. HAMBY: Yes, but on the record of waste, I noticed in 

readinq the transcript of that hearinq, this Mr. Moore, who 

represented the claimant in this case, has a Tery peculiar 

idea as to what waste is. He aates the statement that his 

opinion of waste that he was 1peakinq of was waste of produc­

tion. In other word•, the faot that they weren't producinq 

from the lower 1ands wa• a wa1te. Well, I don't think that 
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that by any stretch of the iaaqination is a waste. It's still 

there and it'll be there. 

MR. BONEY: There's no more waste in that sone than there 

would be in the other sone that they're ..W producinq out of 

before they drilled a well. It's in place and ••• 

MR. HAMBY: That's riqht, it's in place. 

MR. BONEY: It's in place and if it's there to start with 

there's no waste there. 

MR. CARLISLE: Speakinq, too, of this appeal business, 

there's a lawyer testifyinq without beinq sworn in that record 

That's somethinq we'll know to watch. We base these records 

on actual testi.ony and not hearsay or opinions, thinqs of tha 

kind, because that record is qoinq to be all the court's qoinq 

to pass on, and they never did offer any testimony. I was at 

that meetinq. 

DR. JONES: Taylor, before makinq a statement like that, 

shouldn't he be ~alified as an expert witness in that partie-

ular ••• 
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MR. O'REAR: Well, that's also true in Mrs. Anderson's 

test~ny. She made several statements here and certainly she 

couldn't be considered an expert in drillinq a well. 

DR. JONES: Well, those are just alleqations. 

MR. HAMBY: It would certainly be beneficial to this com-

mittee to run these hearinqs similar to a court. Of course, 

you couldn't be as strict, you couldn't have your strict rules 

of evidence, bat you should have a person sit in a seat and 

testify, don't you think? 

MR. CARLISLE: That's riqht. If we set some nles of pro 

cedure as in Miasissippi, and as you say, it states in there 

it's not to be a strict court of law, it's no committee like 

Wor:baen's Coapensation or thinqs of that kind, bat you'd have 

to stick to certain deqrees of pelicy of evidence. If you don' , 

you're qoinq to fill that record full of state .. nts, hearsay 

and everything else. 

MR. BONEY: I would like to make this suqqestion, Mr. H, ........ 

and Mr. O'Rear, suppose you qo ahead and draft a formal proced-
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ure and submit it to the Board and let us ••• 

MR. O'REAR: That's what I requested in my letter, if you 

wanted to go along with that. 

MR. BONEY: Yes, llll.d let's see whether or not we Cllll. com-

ply with it. 

MR. HAMBY: Any changes you want to make, make them. 

MR. CARLISLE: As a sugqestion, too, wait and set it up 

as a hearing and get a notice out on it. 

MR. BONEY: We might get a lot of suggestions from the 

outside. 

MR. O'REAR: Will you advertise that, Doctor, and we'll 

have a draft of it for you. I think the various oil companies 

would probably be very interested in that. 

MR. CARLISLE: Do you have a copy of the Mississippi Rule 

of Procedure? 

MR. O'REAR: I have written for them, but I haven't gotte 

it. 

MR. HAMBY: How about sendinq me one. 
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MR. CARLISLE: I'll be glad to. 

MR. O'REAR: Or yev. could ask ••• what's his nee ••• would 

you ask him to send me one? 

MR. CARLISLE: I'll get you one. I've got your address. 

MR. O'REAR: I just received one from the Railroad Commis 

sion in Texas. Doctor, do you think we're right about that? 

DR. JONES: Yes, we're gHwi~}·v.p. Mr. Chairman, when th 

proper times comes, I'd like to report on the personnel prob-

lems, our new classification. 

MR. BONEY: All right, let's discuss a minute back to thi 

Mobile thing, the hearing on the 8th. If we're to go there, 

don't have an official summons, but we would have to call a 

meeting, a hearing, on that day in Mobile. It would come unde 

a special meeting. 

MR. HAMBY: Well, naturally we wouldn't subpoena you. 

You're defendants, you wouldn't be subpoenaed. 

MR. BONEY: That's right. We're still very much vitally 

interested in it but we're not involved enough to go in our 
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pocketbook to see what comes of it, from an expense standpoint 

So we would like to put that ••• would one day cover it, you 

think? 

MR. HAMBY: I don't know. It ma.y run over into two days. 

It depends on how deep we get into the thing. 

DR. JONES: I think it ought to be called for the 7th 

through the 9th. 

MR. BONEY: And the 7th is on Sunday, isn't it? 

DR. JONES: It's the same thing. You'd want to be there 

and it's a long way for Vernon to have to get there. 

MR. BONEY: Well, I could use my own discretion as to whe 

I went, one way or the other, whether the 7th or the 8th, but 

that's the way we'll confine it and if we don't consume it, 

we'll get back. 

DR. JONES: All right, we'll get that out when we get baa 

It'll be a special call for the Boa~ in Mobile for the 7th, 

8th, and 9th. 

MR. BONEY: When is the court hearing set for? For the 

8th at 10:00 o'clock? 
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MR. HAMBY: At 10:00 o'clock, I'm pretty sure that's when 

MR. O'REAR: Well, when I tried to write them, this other 

aide, and ask them if they're ready or not ••• 

MR. BONEY: Well, if they're not ready and they're not 

going to have it, will you so advise us? 

MR. O'REAR: We'll let you know. 

MR. BONEY: Advise Dr. Jones. 

DR. JONES: What was that, now? 

MR. BONEY: He says he' a written to the opposing lawyers 

to see if they're ready, and he'll let you know and you can ge 

in to•ch with both of us, because there's no use to attend if 

they're not going to be there. 

DR. JONES: All right, and I think it's also important fo 

both Bobby and Gene to be there. 

MR. BONEY: Yes sir, I certainly agree with you. 

DR. JONES: This might be on the 8th, and I will have to 

abandon an engagement in Jasper at noon of that day, but I was 

in hopes that Bobby oould represent the Supervisor's office wi 
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papers, recorda, and all of that. If it's deemed adviaabl 

for me to be there, I hope somebody will let me know and I wil 

cancel the engagement, of course. 

MR. O'REAR: Well, it's possible the other aide will sub-

poena you, Doctor, but as far as we're concerned ••• 

DR. JONES: Well, then there will be no question about my 

attendance, I will be there. I don't like anybody'a jail. 

MR. HAMBY: Well, Mr. Chairman, a constituent of mine in 

Etowah County, Mr. Bob Wood, is here. You haTen't met him, he a 

met Dr. Jones and the other member, but I want to introduce hi 

to the oo.aittee. 

(Mr. R. c. Wood was then introduced to all penonn•l 
of the Oil & Gas Board.) 

MR. HAMBY: Mr. Wood is interested in this position that 

aight arise which they're setting up on the merit system. I 

don't know, I think it just about covers eTerything in checki 

the different wells for different things. 

MR. BONEY: Do you have a copy of the qualifications, Doc-

ter~ what is required? Do any of you know what that is? 
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MR. HAMBY: I've checked. It requires at least a high 

school education and, of course, experience, and he has those 

qualifications. He was 20 years with Haliburton in just about 

every state. Where all ware you, Mr. Wood? 

MR. WOOD: I vas in East Texas, Illinois, and the South-

vest. 

MR. HAMBY: And he' s been in every phase of this business 

I mean, of course, Haliburton I quess is one of the outstandi 

companies in the oil business. I think he has even had a litt e 

secondary recovery experience, haven't you? 

MR. WOOD: Yes sir, we had that in Illinois. 

MR. HAMBY: And that's somethinq we're qoinq to be faced 

with down there in Citronelle. Mr. Wood is a close friend of 

mine, he's a constituent of mine in Etowah County, I'm interes -

ed in him and he's interested in the job. He has already 

applied for it, filed his application, and I'm sure he'll be 

glad to answer any questions if you qentlemen have any that 

you'd like to ask him relative to his experience. 



DR. JONES: Wall, I'd just like to make the statement tha 

the notiae of the Governor's approval of the job classificatio 

of the Oil & Gas Field Aqent has come to my office, but the 

approved specifications have not arrived that the personnel 

director is now setting up for examinations for the position, 

and that sooner or later we will have a list of eligibles to 

present to the Board for selection, and as soon as that is 

ready, we hope it'll be ready soon because there is a vital 

need for it, we'll present that to you. 

MR. BOHEY: In other words, the list of applicants hasn't 

been published yet? 

DR. JONES: That's right. The personnel department has 

not yet co~leted the examinations, I'm sure. I know of sever 1 

applications, and I have in mind also two men instead of one, 

and then bring Gene into the office at Tuscaloosa, but to have 

somebody in Southwest Alabama and another one in the Warrior 

Basin where we are ;going to have a qreat deal of activity, so 

that 6 a been on my aind and I'd like for you to ••• 
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MR. BONEY: T~ have two, one at Grove Hill·and one there 

that would be the •aae classification? 

DR. JONES: That's right, and I'd like for y'all to think 

about that some, too, because ••• 

MR. BONEY: You want to open an office in the Black Warri r 

Basin? 

DR. JONES: SOmewhere up there, probably Jasper or ••• 

Jasper is fairly c•ntrally located, just wherever it seems to 

be advisable or mote convenient. 

MR. BONEY: But as of today, the classification is not 

complete as to whether you can hire ••• 

DR. JONES: We cannot hire anybody until the personnel 

department seads a list of eligibles to me and that will pe 

presented, of oour•e, to ,. •• 

MR. BONEY: You han applied? 

MR. WOOD: Yes sir. 

DR. JONES: I~ looks to me like with the experience Mr. 

Wood has had in it, he certainly should be up around the tope 
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MR. BONEY: Well, there's nothing then that we can do. 

MR. HAMBY: Well, I realize that. 

MR. MERRITT: I imagine they give considerable weight to 

experience in that exuination. 

MR. HAMBY: He's a native Alabaaian that got into the oil 

business years ago and wants to remain in Alab&aa. 

MR. BONEY: Have they set the schedule of pay up in that 

yet? 

DR. JONES: #~80 to t•so. The new pay plan may affect 

that. Will the nri pay plan affect that? 

MISS RYAN: No, it's #380 to #•80. 

DR. JONES: #380 to start, and what is the top or the las 

step? I sometimes have been able to get a man with more ex­

perience or traini~ than required in a job appointed at a ste 

above the beginning, I guess the next step. This time it woul 

be #400. We have been able to do that on a few occasions. It 

has to be pretty t~oroughly justified, but it has been done in 

my department. 
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MISS RYAN: Dr. Jones, I think there's a serious probabil 

ity coming up that you will have to add to your clerical force 

if the work in the office keeps ••• 

DR. JONES: Yes, that may be true, too. We may have to 

have another person to help Bobby and his staff in the office 

there. ', 

MR. BONEY: I• there any other thing to come before the 

Board? 

(No response) 

MR. BONEY: W•ll, we are adjourned then, if there's 

nothing further. 

(Whereupon, at 11:40 A.M. 27 September 1957, 
hearing in the above entitled matter vas closed.) 

* * * 
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