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NAME REPRESENTING 

1. Joe A. Thompson ....•••.••.••••••••. Humble Oil & Refining 
New Orleans, Louisiana Company 

2. M. V. Ba tea .•••••••••.••.•..••••••• Humble Oil & Refining 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi Company 

3. Alan Jackson ••••••••..•••....••••.. Humble Oil & Refining 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi Company 

4. Allen W. Woolf ...•.•...•.....•.•..• Woolf & Magee, Inc. 
Natchez, Mississippi 

5. Clinton G. Herring .•••••..•......•. Robert A. Lee 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

6. Robert A. Leea•••••••••••••••••••••Self 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

7. James W. Proctor ................... Self 
Jackson, Mississippi 

B. Earl Williams .... a••••·······~~·····Self 
Daphne, Alabama 

9. Boyd L. Bailey ..•.....•••.•........ State Oil & Gas Board 
Citronelle, Alabama 

10. Leon Slay ...•••••••••..•••••. ~ ••.•. State Oil & Gas Board 
Citronelle, Alabama 

11. R. C. Wood ......................... State Oil & Gas Board 
Citronelle, Alabama 

12. W. E. Tucker ••..•.••.•••..•••.•..•• State Oil & Gas Board 
University, Alabama 

13. E. C. Herbert ••••.•....•••.....•... State Oil & Gas Board 
Double Springs, Alabama 

14. David K. Brooks ......•••........... David K. Brooks & Assoc. 
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(At 10:00 A.M., August 20, 1965, the Board 
convened the hearing in regular session.) 

CHMN, HANBY: Gentlemen, we' 11 now call the Board in 

session. Let's rise and have a word of prayer, please. 

(A prayer was then offered by Chairman Hanby) 

CHMN. HANBY: Gentlemen, we are glad to see such a fine 

group of gentlemen here this morning and we welcome you. I 

will ask: Mr. LaMoreaux to state whether or not the meeting 

has been properly advertised in accordance with the law. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Chairman, the meeting has been 

properly advertised and we can proceed with the business 

before the Board. 

CHMN. HANBY: We will go directly to the agenda. The 

first item on the agenda this morning is: 

"Petition by J. W. Proctor to make permanent 
emergency order E-65-23 which granted approval 
to J, W. Proctor to drill a well at the follow­
ing off-center location: 

"Land-Johnson #1 
610' SNL & 460' EWL 
NW/4, SE/4 
814, TllN, R5W 
Choctaw County, Alabama 

"The Board reserves the right to prorate in 
the event the above petition is granted and 
this well becomes a producer." 
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I~ there anyone here representing the petitioner? 

MR. PROCI'OR: Yes. 

CHMN. HANBY: Will you stand now and state your name? 

MR. PROCI'OR: J. W. Proctor. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Earl Williams. 

C~!N. HANBY: Gentlemen, do you have any other witnesses 

who wish to testify in this matter? 

(No response) 

CHMN. HANBY: Do you wish to testify in this matter? 

MR. PROCTOR: Yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. 

CHMN. HANBY: Will you come forward, please. Is there 

a~yone else present that wiwhes to testify in this petition? 

(No response) 

~lN. HANBY: Let the record show that no one appears 

o~her than the two witnesses here. Raise your right hand, 
' 

p~ease. 

(Witnesses were then duly sworn) 

CHMN. HANBY: Let the record show that the witnesses 
I 

w~re then sworn in by the Chairman. All right, gentlemen, 

ypu may proceed. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Gentlemen, we come before you to request 

a: petition to make permanent No. E-65-23 which granted approv 
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al to J. W. Proctor to drill a well at the following off-

c nter location, the well being the Land-Johnson #1, which 

o r proposed location is 610 feet South of the North Line and 

feet East of the West Line of the Northwest Quarter, 

utheast Quarter, Section 14, Township 11 North, Range 5 

st, Choctaw County, Alabama. I would like to present in 

land map and also a fault plane map covering the 

The land map shows the acreage in red, a letter agree-

nt farm-out from Placid Oil Company. 

C~rn. HANBY: Now, was this map prepared by you or under 

direction and supervision? 

MR. WILLIAMS: The geology on it was prepared by Mr. 

P octor and the red lay-out of the land and the acreage in-

v lved was prepared by me, sir. 

CfThrn. HANBY: Let that be marked Petitioner's Exhibit 1. 

(The document was so marked by Mr. Harris) 

MR. WILLIAMS: And I would also like to present in evi-

d nee a location plat showing the proposed location of the 

Ltnd-Johnson. 

! CHMN. HANBY: Was this either prepared by you or under 
I 

y ur supervision? 

MR. WILLIAMS: That was prepared under my supervision, 

s r, by Mr. Walker, Guy Walker, a registered engineer. 
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CHMN. HANBY: Let that be marked Exhibit 2. 

(The document was so marked by Mr. Harris) 

CHI.nJ. HANBY: All right. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Gentlemen, I would like for you to take 

Exhibit 1 there, I do not have an additional copy of it, when 

Mr. Harris gets through. 

MR. HARRIS: I'll finish marking these later. 

MR. WILLIAMS: The acreage in this area, gentlemen, is 

lease acreage. The lease covering the acreage is owned by 

Placid Oil Company and Mr. Proctor has, as I say, a farm-out 

letter agreement from Placid by which he earned this acreage 

provided he drilled it and it is productive. We had intended 

on drilling the well in the center 40, which would be the 

Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of 14, Township 11 

North, Range 5 West, and we employed Mr. Walker to go in and 

make a survey on the property of this location, and we find 

that it's almost an impossible location to reach, to fill in 

a swamp over there. The elevation is considerably lower than 

the surrounding area and we've tried to estimate the addition 

al cost that it would cost us to go into that location over a 

new location, and we figure that it would cost us between 

$4,000 and $5,000 to make that location to the center 40. So 

we moved that location 200 feet to the West and 50 feet to 
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the North, to get a location that wouldn't be prohibitive in 

cost and allows us to remain on the fault plane in the proper 

position, and since we, or rather, Mr. Proctor and/or Placid 

Oil Company owns the leases surrounding this acreage plus 

quite a bit of additional acreage in there, there would be no 

objections by any adjoining lessees to our moving that loca­

tion. In Mr. Proctor's letter from Placid, the only request 

as to location made by Placid was that we do not drill nearer 

than 330 feet of any 40 line without further permission from 

Placid, and of course, our present proposed location would be 

much nearer the center than the 330 feet. 

MR. GLAZE: Who owns the property to the North -- Placid 

MR. WILLIAMS: The leases, Mr. Glaze? Yes sir. 

MR. PROCTOR: The Land Brothers own all the surface in 

this particular area. 

them. 

CHMN. HANBY: 

MR. PROCTOR: 

CHMN. HANBY: 

That's who, now? 

The Land Brothers. 

Have you discussed the matter with them? 

MR. PROCTOR: Yes sir. I've discussed it at length with 

CHMN. HANBY: They agree to it and have no objection? 

MR. PROCTOR: They have no objection whatsoever. In 

fact, they were very cooperative. They really want to see 
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something done. 

MR. WILLIAMS: They want some activity in the area. 

MR. PROCTOR: They don't own the minerals under this 

particular tract, but they do own the surface. 

CHMN. HANBY: Do you have the letter from Placid? Are 

you going to introduce that in evidence? 

MR. WILLIAMS: We would, but we don't have a copy, but 

we'll be glad to show you the section. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: We could get a copy, Xerox copy. 

CHMN. HANBY: We'll be glad to make a Xerox copy. 

MR. PROCTOR: The elevation on this particular location 

in the center of the 40 is about 50 feet, I would say 50 feet 

deeper than the surrounding area. There is a creek bottom in 

there that runs through and the 660 foot location falls right 

in the bottom of that big wide cutter in there. We moved the 

location so that it wou~d be on the plateau and be relatively 

easy to get to. 

in, 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Proctor, what will this well start 
..fp:Jd 

what will you s~aQ into, geologically? 

MR. PROCTOR: I think it's Moody's Branch, what they 

call in that area. According to the old U.S.G.S. map, it 

should be Moody's. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Do you have any trouble getting across 
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B "'".,._... c ;; ff1 "-"' e 
Moody's fl] if 

MR. PROCTOR: We drilled one well in Clark County, 

Mississippi, in a similar location, and all the water in 

there, all of a sudden the truck got loose and he staggered ? ? 

up and the boards were like matchsticks. 

CHMN. HANBY: Let's see, now, do you have that letter? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Boyd, let me read that paragraph to them. 

(Mr. Williams presented the document to 
Chairman Hanby and pointed out the per­
tinent section) 

CHMN. HANBY: This appears to be an original of a letter 

dated June 7, 1965, from Placid Oil Company to James W. 

Proctor, Post Office Box 4, Whitman, Mississippi, signed by 

Mr. W. F. Dalton, President, Placid Oil Company, and the pro-

vision in the paragraph relating to location states this: 

•You shall drill the said required well at a 
location no nearer than 330 feet to any 
boundary line on the Northwest Quarter of 
the Southeast Quarter of Section 14, Town­
ship 11 North, Range 5 West, Choctaw County, 
Alabama.• 

And the witness has stated this is the original, the only 

c~py he has. If there is no objection, we will make a photo­

static Xerox copy and use that in evidence and let it be 

marked Exhibit 3 when it's produced" 

(Chairman Hanby presented document to 
Mr. Bailey to have reproduced) 
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Cill!N. HANBY: All right, anything else? 

MR. WILLIAMS: James, have you got anything else? 

MR. PROCTOR: No sir, that about covers it. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I think that's about it. We're ready to 

go when we get our permit. 

Cill!N, HANBY: Do we have a report? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Proctor, what horizon do you expect 

production? 

!viR, PROCTOR: In the Chalk. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Are you going to test the Eutaw? 

MR. PROCTOR: No, it strictly is a Chalk test. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: I have no further questions. 

MR. WHITE: No questions. I don't have any, Mr. Hanby" 

MR. LaMOREAUX: I would discuss it in your executive 

committee. 

CHMN. HANBY: All right, gentlemen, we'll take this 

matter up later in the day and let you know of our decision. 

Thank you. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, gentlemen. 

CHMN. HANBY: Gentlemen, the next item on the agenda is: 

•Petition by Robert A. Lee, et al, to drill a 
well at the following off-center location: 

•Robert A. Lee, et al 
#1 Bacon-McMillan Veneer Company 
From a point midway between the 
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North and South Lines of 
S4, TlN, R2E 
Baldwin County, Alabama 
On the West Bank of Tensaw Lake 90 ·· 
West 330', thence North 250' to location: 

•and to establish the following lands as an oil 
drilling unit containing 40 acres more or less: 

"Beginning at a point midway between the 
North and South Lines of S4, TlN, R2E, 
Baldwin County, Alabama 
On the West Bank of Tensaw Lake go West 
1749.7', thence North 1320', thence East 
1170.7' approximately to the West Bank of 
Tensaw Lake, thence southerly along the 
West Bank of Tensaw Lake to the point of 
beginning. 

"The Board reserves the right to prorate in the 
event the above petition is granted and this 
well becomes a producer." 

yone here represent the petitioner? 

MR. HERRING: Yes sir. C. G. Herring, Mr. Lee and Mr. 

W olf. 

CHMN. HANBY: Will you each state your position and with 

w om you are connected. 

MR. HERRING: I'm an attorney representing Mr. Lee. 

MR. LEE: I'm an operator. 

MR. WOOLF: Allen Woolf, Woolf-Magee, Incorporated, 

d illing contractors. 

CHMN. HANBY: All right, gentlemen, if you'll just step 

f rward. Do you want them sworn? 
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MR. HERRING: Yes sir, if you will, please, sir. 

CHMN. HANBY: Are there any other witnesses present who 

wish to be heard in this matter? 

(No response) 

CHMN. HANBY: Let the record show that no other persons 

were in attendance that wanted to be heard. Gentlemen, will 

you raise your right hand? 

(Two witnesses were then duly sworn) 

CHMN. HANBY: Let the record show that the witnesses 

were sworn in by the Chairman of the Board. You may proceed. 

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, as was stated in the petitio 

read, we are requesting an off-center location to Rule 3-B, I 

beg your pardon, Rule B-3-B, as authorized under Rule B-3-D 

of Order No. 1 of the Board. We are in the swamp of Tensaw 

Lake in Baldwin County with rather difficult location problem 

which I think would best be shown by the exhibits that I have 

CHMN. HANBY: All right. 

MR. HERRING: I'd like the Board to take notice of this 

U.S.G.S. map, since this was not prepared under our direction 

I'd like to have it marked as Exhibit 1. 

CHMN. HANBY: Let this be marked Exhibit 1. 

(The document was so marked by Mr. Harris) 

MR. HERRING: Only one copy need be retained, but I have 
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one copy for all the Board. This would be Exhibit 2, would 

it not? 

CHMN. HANBY: Yes sir. 

(Mr. Herring distributed copies to Board Members) 

CHMN. HANBY: Mr. Herring, for the record, as we mark 

these exhibits, would you state for identification purposes 

what it consists of? 

MR. HERRING: This is plat of survey, prepared by Duran 

Engineering Company. I believe, Mr. Woolf, this was prepared 

under your supervision? 

MR. WOOLF: Right. 

CHMN. HANBY: That will be Exhibit No. 2. 

(The document was so marked by Mr. Harris) 

MR. HERRING: This is a geological map. Mr. Lee, this 

was prepared by you, I believe? 

MR. LEE: Right. 

Cill~N. HANBY: This is Exhibit No. 3. 

(The document was so marked by Mr. Harris) 

MR. HERRING: All right. 

(Mr. Herring distributed copies to Board Members) 

MR. HERRING: Let's see, do you gentlemen have .•• can 

you both use that one? Let's see, now, the tope map, the 

tope map is where? 
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CHMN. HANBY: Here it is. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: The •Tensaw Quadrangle Topographic Map." 

T at would be the title of it. 

MR. HERRING: I introduced that just to show the Board 

t e general circumstances of the lay of the land, the general 

a ea of where we are. Mr. Woolf, would you tell the Board 

w ether or not you've been to this location and the circum" 

s ances surrounding the drill site 40 as disclosed by Exhibit 

2 

MR. WOOLF: Yes sir. From the drill site, the West, we 

h ve about 150 feet where we're in water, which is a pond. 

MR. HERRING: This is shown on Exhibit 2. 

MR. WOOLF: What they show in the pond is a foot or 2t 
f et of water, yes. 

MR. HERRING: All right, sir. Now, to the West of the 

p nd, what circumstances do you encounter? 

MR. WOOLF: To the West of the pond, we're approximately 

2 to 2i feet above high tide. 

MR. HERRING: Would it be possible to establish a loca-

t on in the center of the proposed drilling unit shown here, 

M • Woolf? 

I 

MR. WOOLF: The center of the proposed drilling unit, 

Proctor Creek goes through the center of the unit. Your 
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location would fall on the edge of Proctor Creek and your 

pond also extends up through this unit, a low depression all 

the way through the unit, and to build a location over there, 

you would have to move dirt and fill in to build a location 

and then board on top of it. 

MR. HERRING: Mr. Woolf, to establish a location within 

150 feet of the center of the drilling unit to the West, what 

problems would be encountered? 

MR. WOOLF: To the West, you would either have to change 

the course of the creek or the bridge at the creek. The cree 

is large enough so that in order to bridge it, you would have 

to drive piling. 

MR. HERRING: To the East, what problems? 

MR. WOOLF: To the East, you would be back in the pond. 

You would be in water again. 

MR. HERRING: Did I understand you to say that you'd 

have to make a fill? 

MR. WOOLF: Right. You'd have to make a fill. 

MR. HERRING: You've actually been out on the ground, I 

understand, Mr. Woolf, is that correct? 

MR. WOOLF: Yes sir, I have been on the ground. 

MR. HERRING: From your review of this drilling unit, 

what is the most feasible and economical location that would 
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possible? 

MR. WOOLF: The location we have staked is the most 

asible location. The only thing that could improve it any 

to move it to the East or to the Southeast more. 

CHMN. HANBY: Let me ask at this point ••• 

MR. HERRING: All right. 

~!N. HANBY: Mr. Woolf, are you a geologist? 

MR. WOOLF: No sir. 

MR. HERRING: I beg your pardon, Mr. Chairman. I should 

h ve qualified him. 

CHMN. HANBY: Will you go ahead and do that, if you will 

MR. HERRING: I surely will, thank you. Mr. Woolf, what 

i your occupation? 

MR. WOOLF: Drilling contractor. 

MR. HERRING: And who are you associated with? 

MR. WOOLF: Woolf & Magee, Incorporated. 

MR. HERRING: What period of time have you been so occu-

p ed? 

MR. WOOLF: Oh, approximately 15 years. 

MR. HERRING: Have you had any experience in drilling in 

aieas of this type? 

I 

MR. WOOLF: Yes sir. 

1 
MR. HERRING: About how long? 

i 

I 
I 

___________ l __________ ~ 
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MR. WOOLF: I've been drilling in areas of this same type 

in Mississippi and Mississippi River bottoms for approximately 

10 years. 

MR. HERRING: Do you have occasion to have knowledge of 

cost involved in establishing locations in areas of this type? 

MR. WOOLF: Yes. We turn-key quite a few locations for 

major companies as well as independents. When we go in and 

build a location, move in and drill the well and move out. 

MR. HERRING: This leaves to you a necessity for knowing 

what the cost is going to be? 

MR. WOOLF: Yes. 

MR. HERRING: Mr. Woolf, are you prepared to advise us 

approximately of the cost differential between establishing a 

location as shown on Exhibit 2 and a location either in the 

center or within 150 feet of the center of the proposed drill­

ing unit? 

MR. WOOLF: The location of the center would cost from 

$10,000 to $14,000 more to build, additional, than the propose 

location. 

MR. HERRING: Would that same cost apply generally within 

a !50-foot radius? 

MR. WOOLF: It would apply within 150 feet. 

MR. HERRING: That's based on fill cost, bridge cost and 
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otherwise? 

MR. WOOLF: Based on fill cost, bridge cost, board road 

to reach this, which would all have to be •• " the road will 

have to be boarded all the way around. If you moved in 150 

feet on the other side of this creek, which is also marshy, 

you would have to bridge the creek. If you set the location 

in the, say, canter of the 40, you would have to change the 

course of the creek. 

MR. HERRING: To get to the proposed location as shown 

by Exhibit 2, Mr. Woolf, how do you propose to get there? 

MR. WOOLF: Propose to move the rig at Hubbard's Landing 

(phon.) • 

MR. HERRING: That's on the bank of Tensaw Lake? 

MR. WOOLF: That's on the bank of Tensaw Lake, load it 

on the barge ••• 

MR. LEE: That's about midway on the West line of Sec­

tion 47. 

MR. HERRING: Approximately right here (indicating). 

That's about midway on 47 on Exhibit 3. There's a landing 

that comes down to the lake. Did you see that, Mr. Britton, 

the landing? 

MR. BRITTON: No. 

CH}lli. HANBY: Here it is. 
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W~. HERRING: All right, sir. Would you continue? 

MR. WOOLF: Propose to deliver it to the landing by 

truck, load it on the barge, move it approximately one mile, 

approximately a mile up the Tensaw. 

MR. HERRING: Up North? 

!YiR. WOOLF: North. Unload on the West bank, and we will 

have to board from the board to the location and board the 

location. 

MR. HERRING: Do any of the Board !l:embers have any ques-

tions of Mr. Woolf? 

CHMN. HANBY: Do you have any questions? 

MR. BRITTON: Not at this point. 

CHMN. HANBY: Does the staff have any questions at this 

point? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: No further questions. 

CHMN. HANBY: We have no questions. 

MR. HERRING: Mr. Lee, we have established by Exhibit 2 

the proposed location which we're asking the Board to grant 

for you in drilling this well. How does this drilling unit 

arise, Mr. Lee? 

MR. LEE: It was established by Shell. We have a farm­

out to Shell. 

MR. HERRING: Mr. Lee, what is your profession? 
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MR. LEE: Geologist. 

MR. HERRING: Are you the proposed operator of this unit 

and well? 

MR. LEE: Yes. 

MR. HERRING: How long have you been in the geological 

and operating business? 

MR. LEE: Seventeen years. 

MR. HERRING: Have you had occasion to operate and drill 

other wells? 

MR. LEE: Yes. 

MR. HERRING: More than 15, more than 20? 

MR. LEE: Right. 

MR. HERRING: You've told the Board that Shell has estab-

lished this drilling unit? 

MR. LEE: Yes • 

.MR. HERRING: This is Shell acreage? 

MR. LEE: Yes. 

MR. HERRING: I assume then that you will earn this 

acreage by drilling it? 

MR. LEE: By drilling and by producing. 

MR. HERRING: I ask: the Board Members to consider Exhibit 

3 and ask: .Mr. Lee to consider Exhibit 3 also. Mr. Lee, other 

than topographic conditions, are there any other reasons that 
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this drilling unit is desirable other than the fact that Shell 

has specified it? 

MR. LEE: The plat lines ••. the black lines as shown on 

the exhibit are lines of equal depth below sea level. This 

is our interpretation of the prospect. The red line is in­

serted to show the direction of movement in the event the 

prospect is smaller than we think it is. Our control is on 

the East side of the prospect. West depth is established far 

to the West, and if the prospect is smaller than we have it 

mapped, the dip will come off the West side, so moving to the 

South and the East is less risky on the location than more to 

the North and West. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Lee, what are your contours? You 

said they were sub-sea. 

MR. LEE: They're mapped on the top of the Lower Tusca­

loosa. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: I think that ought to be added to your 

exhibit. The exhibit should reflect that. 

MR. LEE: Right. 

CHMN. HANBY: Do you want to do that now at this point? 

MR. HERRING: I believe the fact that it was testified 

to probably adds it to Exhibit 3, does it not? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Yes, if he can add it to the exhibit, but 
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it does not document it. Mr. Lee, is this your geological 

interpretation or is it Shell's interpretation? 

MR. LEE: It's mine. 

MR. HERRI.G: Mr. Lee, would you advise the Board, if 

you know, what the ownership is that surrounds this location? 

MR. LEE: The acreage to the South of the location, 

immediately South, is owned by the California Company. Shell 

also has acreage on to the South of the unit, West of the 

California's acreage. The acreage North of the West is owned 

by Shell Oil Company, and the acreage East ••• 

MR. HERRING: And that's owned by the State of Alabama? 

MR. LEE: Yes. 

CHNili. HANBY: When you speak now of the land South, how 

far South? 

MR. HERRING: Immediately South. 

MR. LEE: Adjacent to our unit. 

CHNrn. HANBY: What do you have leased through Shell? 

MR. LEE: Only the checkerboard portion of our tract. 

CHMN. HANBY: That are marked in yellow? 

~R. LEE: Only the checkerboard part. The rest of this 

is not Shell farm-out. The l, 2, 3, 4, 5 shown in Section 4. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Oh, your lease acreage are the uncolored •• 

MR. LEE: Ours is the yellow acreage. 
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CH!v!N. HANBY: The checkerboard? 

MR. LEE: They own the rest of the uncolored in 9 and 4. 

CHMN. HANBY: Who has the ownership of the lease of the 

other yellow? 

IIIR. LEE: We have all the yellow acreage. 

CHMN. HANBY: All of the yellow, in addition to the 

checkerboard? 

MR. LEE: Yes. Some of it's not full acreage. We have 

part interest with other people, but we're interested in all 

the yellow acreage. 

MR. HERRING: That portion on Exhibit 3 uncolored is 

owned by other companies, is that correct? 

MR. LEE: Yes. 

lv!R. HERRING: Now, you've mentioned California Company, 

Mr. Lee, owning to the South. What, if anything, can you tell 

the Board concerning California Company concetning this recom­

mendation? 

MR. LEE: They recommend supporting our test with a dry 

hole. 

CHNill. HANBY: You say they recommended -- have they agree 

to it? 

MR. LEE: They haven't. They'ye recommended. 

CHMN. HANBY: Go aheado 
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MR. HERRING: That's generally all, unless you have some 

olher expansion you wanted Mr. Lee ..• unless the Board Mem~ 
b rs have some questions. 

I 

I 

CHMN • HANBY: Let me see, now. As I understand it, 

i$mediately South of the proposed location, which is not 
' 

c~lored, is owned or controlled by California? 
I 

I 

MR. LEE: From the center of Section 9, project the line 

N1rthward to the South edge by unit, the acreage East of that 

a~d West of Tenaaw Lake is owned by California Company. 

I 

II 

MR. HERRING: Just a very small strip. 

MR. LEE: All of the rest of the uncolored acreage West 

o~ Tensaw Lake is owned by Shell. The yellow acreage West of 

TJnsaw Lake is ours. 

I c~rn. HANBY: I think that explains it. 
I 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Lee, what part is owned by the State? 

MR. LEE: The State owns the minerals under Tensaw. The 

St te claims to own it. 

I CHMN. HANBY: I believe you testified that California 
I 

corpany's local Jackson office had recommended participation 

in! the unit, in the dry hole? 

I MR. LEE: 
I 

They recommended supporting our test. 
I 

i MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Lee, what is the proposed depth of 
I 

' 

th~s teat? 
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MR. LEE: 8950. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: 7. And what are you supposed to test.~ 

MR. LEE: Paluxy. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: I assume your structure is based on a 

combination of geophysics and geology, is that correct, or is 

this on ••• 

MR. LEE: Ours is entirely based on sub-surface. Some 

of the companies that have shot it, Shell shot and they have .. 

CHMN. HANBY: I believe it might be advisable, Mr. Herr-

ing, if the record contained his qualifications as a geologis 

MR. HERRING: All right, sir. I covered them, but I 

don't know whether I went far enough. Mr. Lee, where did you 

go to school? 

MR. LEE: Mississippi State. 

MR. HERRING: When did you finish Mississippi State? 

MR. LEE: 1948. 

MR. HERRING: Following your departure from Mississippi 

State, did you seek employment and obtain employment? 

MR. LEE: With Humble Oil Company. 

MR. HERRING: And how long were you with Humble Oil Com-

pany? 

MR. LEE: Four years. 

MR. HERRING: And after you left Humble Oil Company, what 

-25-



profession or occupation did you engage in? 

city? 

MR. LEE: Consulting geologist. 

MR. HERRING: And where was that location? 

MR. LEE: In New Orleans. 

MR. HERRING: And how long did you continue in that capa-

MR. LEE: About six years. 

MR. HERRING: And after you left New Orleans, where did 

you move? 

MR. LEE: Mississippi. 

MR. HERRING: And continued to participate in a geologi­

cal occupation? 

MR. LEE: Right. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Lee, what type work did you do with 

Humble Oil Company? 

MR. LEE: Sub-surface geology. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Who were you working with? 

MR. LEE: I was in the New Orleans office at the time I 

left to work in Mississippi -- sub-surface. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: No further questions. 

MR. HERRING: To sum it up, gentlemen, we are asking for 

an off-center location for an economic hardship basis, based 

also on geological interpretations, but primarily, we primaril 
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base our request on topographic-economic problems. 

CHMN. HANBY: I believe we've had the exhibits marked bu 

not introduced. 

MR. HERRING: I'd like to offer the exhibits that have 

been marked and used in the testimony in evidence, if I may. 

CHMN. HANBY: That would be, I believe, 1, 2 and 3. 

MR. HARRIS: They have been marked. 

Cffivlli. HANBY: If there are no objections, they will be 

received. What are the recommendations of the staff? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Chairman, all of the permit papers 

are in order and our staff has had an opportunity to check 

the exhibits, we are familiar with them. We recommend that 

the petition be granted. 

CHMN. HANBY: All right. We've heard the testimony. 

We've seen the exhibits that have been introduced and we've 

heard the recommendations of the staff. What is the pleasure 

of the Board? 

MR. GLAZE: I move that the petition by Robert A. Lee 

with off-center location as described on the agenda be grant­

ed. 

MR. BRITTON: I second that motion. 

CHMN. HANBY: It's moved and seconded that the petition 

be granted. Those in favor, let it be known by saying •aye•-
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opposed, •no." 

(All Board Members voted "'aye") 

Cffi~. HANBY: The "'ayes"' have it. The petition is 

granted. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to make a state­

ment. As these men have just for the first time appeared 

before the Board, they have done a fine job of preparing the 

exhibits and presenting them. It certainly has been helpful 

to have them presented in this way. I'd like to compliment 

the engineers on them. 

MR. HERRING: Thank you. 

CHMN. HANBY: You gentlemen come back. Let us go back to 

the petition marked No. 1 on the agenda that we've heard, this 

petition by Mr. J. W. Proctor. The staff states they have in­

vestigated this petition and find it in order. We had stated 

that we would consider it later on in the day. The Board 

feels like they'd like to consider it at this time. Now, the 

exhibits that were introduced, I don't believe that we accept­

ed those in evidence. For the record, let it be shown that 

the exhibits introduced in the testimony in the J, W. Proctor 

petition are received in evidence. Now, gentlemen, we have 

heard the testimony in that petition and reviewed the matters 

introduced. What is the pleasure of the Board? 
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MR. BRITTON: I move that the Board grant the petition 

as stated in Item 1 on the agenda. 

CHMN. HANBY: Do I hear a second? 

MR. GLAZE: I second the motion. 

CHMN. HANBY: It's been moved and seconded that the peti 

tion by J. W. Proctor as shown in Item 1 on the agenda be 

granted" Those in favor, let it be known by saying •aye• 

opposed, '"no.• 

(All Board Members voted 8 aye•) 

CHMN. HANBY: The 8 ayes 8 have it and the petition is 

granted. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Gentlemen, we thank you. 

MR. PROCTOR: Thank you. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Find us some oil. 

CHMN. HANBY: That's what we want --oil. All right, 

gentlemen, the next item on the agenda is: 

•petition by Humble Oil and Refining Company 
to complete an oil well at the following 
off-center location: 

•Rex Alman #4 
1050' SNL, 400' WEL, 
NE/4 of NE/4, 
S4, TlON, R3W, 
Gilbertown Field, 
Choctaw County, Alabama 

•and to deepen and complete the following 
described well as a salt water disposal 
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well and to desiqnate same as East Gilber­
town Salt Water Disposal System #1, Well 2. 

•Rex Alman Well #2 
255' NSL and 300' EWL, 
NE/4 of NE/4, 
S4, TlON, R3W, 
Gilbertown Field, 
Choctaw County, Alabama 

•The Board reserves the riqht to prorate in the 
event the petition is qranted and this well 
hereinabove described as the Rex Alman #4 
becomes a producer.• 

Who is here representinq the petitioner? 

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, I'm Joe A. Thompson, lawyer 

for the Humble Oil Company, and Mr. Melvin Bates, a petroleum 

enqineer. 

CHMN. HANBY: Do you wish to be sworn... for Mr. Bates 

to be sworn in? 

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Bates will be our only witness. 

CHMN. HANBY: Is there anyone present other than Mr. 

Bates who wishes to be heard in this matter, either pro or 

con, either for or aqainst? 

(No response) 

CHMN. HANBY: Let the record show that no one appeared 

other than the gentlemen who have risen. All right, raise 

your right hand. 

(Mr. M. V. Bates was then duly sworn) 



CHMN. HANBY: Let the record show that the witness was 

sworn in by the Chairman. All right, gentlemen, will you sit 

down and proceed? 

MR. THOMPSON: By way of explanation, we'll say that this 

is an application on the part of Humble requesting the Board 

to redesignate the East Gilbertown Salt Water Disposal Well #1 

as an oil well bearing the name of Rex Alman #4 as an excep• 

tional location in the unit served thereby and seeking further 

to abandon the existing completion on the same unit, being the 

Rex Alman #2, which is currently producing, to deepen that we! 

in order to convert same and recomplete it as a salt water 

disposal well. The is our opening statement. I would like 

for the record to indicate the Board's file in this docket, 

including the notice of publication. I'll call Mr. Melvin 

Bates as our first witness. You are Mr. Melvin Bates, petrol­

eum district chief engineer of the Humble Oil Company in 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi? 

MR. BATES: That's right. 

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Bates, have you ever testified as to 

your ~alifications as an enqinaer before this Board? 

MR. BATES: No, I have not. 

MR. THOMPSON: Would you please briefly give them the 

benefit of your educational and experience background as a 



petrole~ enqineer? 

MR. BATES: I qradv.ated from what was then Oklahoma A & 

Colleqe in 1949 with a B.S. deqree in electrical enqineerinq. 

I went to work for Humble immediately after graduation and 

have been employed by them as a petroleum enqineer for •ome 16 

years. I'm currently the district oh••t engineer in the 

Hattiesburg district. 

MR. THOMPSON: In the course of your work, have you dealt 

with enqineerinq problems in the State of Alabama and in the 

East Gilbertown Field in particular? 

MR. BATES: Yes sir. 

MR. THOMPSON: I •ubmit his qualifications, 

CHMN. HANBY: Yes, we accept his qualifications. 

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Bates, are you familiar with the appli 

cation filed by H~le on this docket? 

MR. BATES: Yes, I am. 

MR. THOMPSON: Do you have any exhibits that you care to 

introduce to support your testimony? 

MR. BATES: Yes, I have four. 

MR. THOMPSON: Were they prepared under your supervision? 

MR. BATES: Yes, they were. 

MR. THOMPSON: Do they accurately depict what they propos 

to portray? 
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MR. BATES: Yea. 

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to introduce •.• 

MR. BATES: I'm qoinq to talk about this one first. 

MR. THOMPSON: I'd like to introduce as Exhibit No. 4 to 

Mr. Bates' testimony the plat entitled •Application by Humble 

Oil & Refininq Company for a Location Plat• and marked Exhib­

it 4. All riqht, now, Mr. Bates, usinq your exhibit, would 

you explain what relief is souqht by Humble and why in this 

application? 

MR. BATES: This ia a location plat depicting the Sec­

tion 4, the Northeast Quarter of Section 4, Township 10 North, 

Ranqe 3 West, Choctaw County, Alabama. Previously, we had 

applied for and received approval to drill a salt water dia• 

posal well, which on this plat is shown in the Northeast 

Quarter of thia Northeast Quarter as the #4 well. Above that, 

it says •Formerly Salt Water Disposal Well #1,• which we 

drilled, and in the course of loqqinq the well, determined 

that we had poasible oil production. Now, the existinq well 

on this particular unit was the Rex Alman #2, which is depict­

ed there at the Southwest Corner of that Quarter-Quarter. The 

existinq well, which was the Rex Alman #2, is rouqhly 522 feet 

off-center. !he,salt water diaposal well which we drilled is 

469 feet off-center. Now, the existinq Field Rules for the 
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East Gilbertown Field require any well qreater than 200 feet 

off-center to be an exceptional location. We are requestinq 

a~proTal of the Board for makinq the salt water disposal well 

o~r Rex Alman #4, makinq it the producinq well for the unit. 

T~e #2 well depicted there, of course, we are askinq to drill 

d•eper and conTert it to a salt water disposal well. 

MR. THOMPSON: For the record, Mr. Bates, will the unit 

s~rTed by the Rex Alman Well #4 be described as the Northeast 

Q~rter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 4, Township 10 

Nqrth, Ranqe 3 West, Choctaw County, Alabama? 

MR. BATES: That is riqht. 

MR. THOMPSON: That ia assuminq ••• at the present, it is 

s~rTed by the Rex Alman #2? 

MR. BATES: That's riqht. 

MR. THOMPSON: Any further comments about this? 

CHMN. HANBY: Do you want to offer it now? 

MR. THOMPSON: Yes, we'd like to offer it. 

CHMN. HANBY: If there are no objections, it will be re• 

celi Ted in eTidence. 
' 

MR. BRITTON: I'd like to ask a question. I notice it 

sa's •Formerly Salt Water Disposal Well #1.• It has •14• 

th.re by it. Now, what •• , 

MR. BATES: We receiTed approTal to drill it as the East 



Gilbertown Salt Water Disposal System Well #1, and we're ask­

inq that it be chanqed to the Rex Alman #4 and become the 

producinq well for the unit, 

MR. BRITTON: I see. 

CHMN. HANBY: Any other qw.estions? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: No. 

MR. WHITE: Ho. 

MR. THOMPSON: To saTe time, for the record, were each of 

the Exhibits 1, 2, 3 and 4 prepared by you? 

MR. BATES: Yes, 

MR. THOMPSON: Do they accurately portray what they pur-

port to? 

MR. BATES: Yes. 

MR. THOMPSOH: Mr. Chairman, I'll offer Exhibit No. 2 to 

Mr. Bates' testimony. This exhibit marked Exhibit No, 2, Mr. 

Bates, will you explain this exhibit to the Board, please? 

MR. BATES: This exhibit is merely a schematic of the 

completion of the salt water disposal well which we're aakinq 

to be chanqed to the Rex Alman #4. We drilled this well with 

8-5/8 inch surface casinq set at a depth of 633 feet and 

cemented it to the surface. 

surface. We drillee a 7•7/8 

We actwally qot cement to the 
~o .z r.o. 

hole tlW••'lfi a T¥ of 3891 feet 

and set St inch casinq at the bottom at 3891 feet. We 



cement~ this Si inch prodQction casinq with the equiYalent 

of 455 sacks of neat cement, which brouqht it back to a cal• 

culated top of 2120 feet. Now, in the coQrse of completinq 

this well, we tested the lowermost prod .. inq interYal of the 

Eutaw zone which we desiqnate as the •G• sand, and tested 

sgme •• and that's the perforation shown at the bottom there 

at 3266 feet •• test~ some 24 barrels of oil and 94~ water, 

We set a plQq which consisted of a cast-iron bridqe pluq at 

3250 feet, capped that with fiTe feet of cement which we 

dumped in on top of the plQq, and perforated from the 3204-15, 

3321·27 and 3231-36 feet, in what we desiqn.ted as the -s• and 

•p• sands of the Eutaw qroup. Nov, this is the producinq in­

terTal that is nov open in the well which tested at 59 barrels 

of oil per day and 75~ water, and this is the one that we pro­

pose to preduce initially. 

CIDOI. HANBY: When did you do that? When did ylilu perfor­

ate at 3204, how lonq aqo? 

MR. BATES: Oh, this has been within about the put six 

weeks. 

CHMN. HANBY: What qr&Yity of oil? 

MR. BATES: It's 17.1 qr&Yity. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Bates, what was the percentage of 

salt water? I missed that. 
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MR. BATES: 75~. The well is on p~p. We haTe tubinq, 

2i inch tubinq s~q open ended, as you see there in A-23, 

and haTe a rod pwap unit. 

MR. WHITE: Mr. Bates, what is the current produainq 

well, the Rex Alman #2, producinq in oil and water? 

MR. BATES: It's makinq ••• it Taries between 14 and 18 

barrels of oil a day, about 96 to 98~ water. 

MR. WHITE: Thank you. 

MR. THOMPSON: Any other qllestions? 

CHMN. HANBY: Any other questions? 

(No response) 

CHMN. HANBY: I belieTe Mr. Britton has one. 

MR. BRITTON: I belieTe you haTe pumps set on there -­

you're p~pinq oil out of it? 

MR. BATES: No. The well is shut in. We recehed the 

approTal from the SuperTisor to test the well, which we did, 

and upon completion of the test, qettinq a stabiliaed produc­

tion ranqe, the well was shut in and is still shut in, wait­

inq for approTal of the Board. 

CHMN. HANBY: Any other questions? 

MR. WHITE: I haTe none, Mr. Chairman. 

CHMN. HANBY: If there are no objections then, Exhibit 2 

will be reaeiTed in eTidenae. 
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MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, I offer in eTidenae this 

Exhibit marked No. 3. It appears to be the -East Gilbertown 

Salt Water Diaposal System #1, Well #2,• to pertain thereto. 

(Mr. Thompaon diatributed copies to Board Members) 

MR. THOMPSON: I'd like for you to comment on this ex" 

hibit. 

MR. BATES: Thia exhibit is nothinq more than a copy of 

a strip of the loq, record loq, that we ran on the East 

Gilbertown Salt Water Diapoaal Well #1 which we're askinq to 

become the Rex Alman #4. On the left is shown the interTala 

with the depth from that particular well. On the riqht is 

shown the interTala as to the #2 well that we're askinq to 

deepen or that we expect ••• the depth that we expect to find 

on a deeper horizen. Just briefly on this, this does depict 

the top of the Eutaw and the base of the •G• aand and does 

show the producinq interTal that we haTe completed in that 

well. Aqain, that ia in the Rex Alman #4 or proposed Rex 

Alman #4 Well. That also ahows the lowermost interTals that 

were loqqed below the base of the producinq sands for the 

field, and we are askinq fer approTal to inject into any of 

the salt water bearinq sands below the base of the •G• sand, 

and as depicted on here, our proposed injection interTal, 

which I'll haTe on another exhibit here, but it will be 

"38" 
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roughly frem 3555 to 3595 feet. That is the initial perfora­

tion we propose to make for injection of salt water into the 

Rex Alman #2 Well. 

CHMN. HANBY: What is the depth of the #2 well now? 

What was the producing depth of that well? 

MR. BATES: The depth of the #2 well, I'll cover here in 

another exhibit, but it is at 32, well, we have casing set at 

3300 feet, and the producing interval in this particular well 

is at 3295 feet. 

MR. THOMPSON: Do I understand you rightly to say to the 

Board that the Rex Alman #2 Well is presently producing from 

the Eutaw sand? 

MR. BATES: Right. 

lliR. THOMPSON: And should the Board gnnt the authority 

sought herein by Humble, the new well, Rex Alman #4, will be 

producing the same? 

MR. BATES: That's correct. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Bates, the other part of your permit 

relates to the injection well. Are you going to inject the 

salt water into the same formation that you're producing oil 

from? 

MR. BATES: No. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: What formation? 
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MR. BATES: Inject into it? I'd have to let our qeolo­

Q st answer what particular formation that it miqht be. It 

i a salt water bearinq formation which would be below the 

· se of the Eutaw. 

MR. THOMPSON: Is that or not the purpose in see.l:::inq 

a thority to deepen that Rex Alman #2, to qet down to that 

s lt water bearinq aands for injection purposes? 

5 

MR. BATES: That's riqht. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Can you tell us what the chlorides are 

the sand in the lower horizon that you intend to inject? 

MR. BATES: I only could qive you a ranqe on it. We 

not run any chlorides specifically from it. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Could you qive me that ranqe? 

MR. BATES: The ranqe would probably run anywhere from 

,000 to 75,000. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: That's parts per million? 

MR. BATES: Riqht. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: And that's based on interpretation of 

yo r electric loq? 

MR. BATES: Riqht. 

CHMN. HANBY: Now, as I understand it, you never did 

in'ect salt water disposal in the well formerly Salt Water 

Di posal Well ll? 
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MR. BATES: That's riqht. We never did even perforate 

it for injection. 

CHMN. HANBY: Did you deepen it? Was it deep enouqh to 

receive the salt water? 

MR. BATES: Yea. We drille4 it to ••. I'll have to 

refer you b&ck to Exhibit No. 2. We drilled it to 3891 feet, 

and, of course, we're proposing to deepen the No. 2 Well to a 

depth of 3850 feet, so we actually drilled this well not deep 

enouqh that we're propoainq to deepen the well. 

MR. THOMPSON: Do you have any other exhibits, Mr. Bates? 

MR. BATES: I have one more exhibit. 

C~rn. HANBY: Are there anymore questions? Let's see, 

that's Exhibit No. 3. If there are no objections, we will 

receive Exhibit No. 3 in evidence. 

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence the 

•xhibit marked No. 1 to the testimony of Mr. Bates. Mr. Bates 

would you explain this exhibit to the Board? 

MR. BATES: This is a schematic of the completion of the 

Rex Alman #2 Well, which we propose to deepen and desiqnate as 

East Gilbertewn Salt Water Disposal System Well #2. This well 

was initially completed on November 17, 1946. It is an old 

well. It's been producinq for quite a number of years. The 

well at the present time has 10-3/4 inch casinq set at 351 
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feet and cemented to the surface, The well was oriqinally 

drilled and the 7 inch oasinq set to a depth of 3300 feet. 

Now, the calo~lated top of the cement o~tside the 7 inch cas­

inq is at 1938 feet. Now, the existinq perforation in this 

well which is the prod~oinq interval, this well is c~rrently 

preducinq at the present time. We propose to shut this well 

in after we receive approval. Of co~rse, the other well, the 

new well that we drill will be .•. 

MR. GLAZE: What is this preducinq now? 

MR. BATES: It's makinq 14 to 18 barrels of oil per day, 

abo~t 96 to 98~ salt water. 

MR. BRITTON: Let me ask yo~ this question. How many 

wells will yo~r proposed salt water injection well accommodat 

MR. BATES: It will serve all of H~le's wells in the 

field. 

MR. BRITTON: How many, ro~qhly? 

MR. BATES: It's almest too many for me te count. How­

ever, I believe it's about 17. 

MR. WHITE: 16 or 17. 

MR. BATES: I miqht comment a little further on that. 

The Carter Oil Company owned and operated this prior to their 

merqer with H~le, had a system in the field, and we are in 

the process of rebuildinq that system. We'll have all of our 
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tank batteries tied in leadinq to one central location 

salt water to be injected. o~r ~~n1~erferations in 

well are from 3190 to 3295 feet. We propose to deepen this 

well below the 7 inch casinq seat to & depth of 3850 feet and 

to set a 5 inch liner, brinqinq the top of the liner &boTe th 

existinq perforations that are open, and of course, cementing 

behind the line. 

MR. BRITTON: How m~ch deeper do yo~ propose to drill 

that well? 

MR. BATES: To 3850 feet. 

MR. BRITTON: And it is nGw ••• 
,re;-kcf 7 

MR. BATES: Itia nov wi thtit 7 inch ftainq seilleFs at 

3300 feet. That mftns we will be brinqinq our 5 inch liner 

top back up inside the 7 inch casinq aboTe the existinq open 

perforations. 

MR. BRITTON: I wonder what miqht be your attit~de if yo 

drill about half that distance and find oil down there. How 

lonq wo~ld this State haTe a salt water injection well, is th 

point I'm trying to make. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: BelieTe me, if they had oil down there, 

they'd start somethinq. 

MR. BATES: The proposed interTal for injection as shown 

on thia partiav.lar exhibit would be our initial interTal from 
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3555 to 3595, and we picked that from the loq that we qot on 

the well we drilled for a salt water disposal. We're prepoa­

inq thi• aa the initial interTal with that condition in order 

for ~• to keep our injection rate up. 

CEMN. HANBY: Any other questions? 

MR. WHITE: I haTe no further questions. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: I'm just Tery pleased to see the company 

pre•entinq the proposal for salt water disposal. It's a qood 

step for the Gilbertown Field and I commend these gentlemen 

and their company for takinq that step. 

CHMN. HA»BY: Do I haTe any recommendation of the staff? 

MR. BRITTON: I'd like to ask one more question, and 

that is, what disposition is beinq made of salt water at this 

time? 

MR. BATES: The salt water at this time in the Gilbertow 

Field is qoinq into open pits where some of it miqht by eTap-

oration ••• 

MR. LaMOREAUX: A larqe percent of it is qoinq into the 

creeks in the area. 

MR. THOMPSON: Just one more question for the record. 

CHMN. HANBY: All riqht. 

MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Bates, in your opinion, would the 

drilling riqhta of all parties be protected by Humble's 
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drillinq riqht in this application if Humble is qranted this 

application? 

MR. BATES: Yes air. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Let's diac~as this in exec~tive session. 

CHMN. HANBY: Is there anythinq f~rther that you wish to 

disc~aa? 

MR. THOMPSON: I believe that's it. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: This is a qood move and we're proud of 

yo~. 

CHMN. HANBY: We'll take the matter under consideration 

and let yeu hear frem ~•· Gentlemen, the next item on the 

&qenda is Item No. 4: 

•Petition by David K. Brooks & Associates 
to approve and establish the: 

•NW/4 of S21, T6N, R4W, 
Waahinqton Co~nty, Alabama, 
containinq 160 acres more or less 

•as an oil drillinq ~it in Washinqton Co~nty, 
Alabama; and to approve the location of an 
oil well in said drillinq ~nit as beinq: 

•1970' SNL & 1995' EWL, 
S21, T6N, R4W, 
Washinqton Co~ty, Alabama 

•and to deaiqnate said well as the Jesse R. 
Williams #1. • 

Does anyone here represent the petitioner? 

MR. BROOKS: I represent the petitioner, sir. 
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CHMN. HANBY: Will you state your name and position for 

the record, sir? 

MR. BROOKS: David K. Brooks, operator. 

CHMN. HANBY: Mr. Brooks, do you have any witnesses to 

testify? 

MR. BROOKS: No sir. My witnesses couldn't make it toda • 

I have a letter from an engineer on this matter. 

CHMN. HANBY: You have no witnesses? 

MR. BROOKS: I have no witnesses. 

MR. WHITE: He might be appearing as a witness. He'll b 

a witness. 

CHMN. HANBY: Are you qoing to testify? 

MR. BROOKS: I'll be a witness, yes sir. 

CHMN. HANBY: Will you raise your right hand? 

(Witness was then duly sworn) 

CHMN. HANBY: Let the record show that the witness was 

sworn in by the Chairman. All riqht, Mr. Brooks, you may 

proceed. 

MR. BROOKS: Gentlemen, this area is one in which a deep 

well was drilled in 1948 by the Humble Oil and Refining Com­

pany which went to a total depth of 15,659 feet. The well 

took about seven months to drill and it penetrated the Smack­

over or most of the Smackover formation according to what they 
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thouqht in those days, and I don't think anyone can effective 

ly say that it was not the Smackover. In 1964, my associates 

and I reentered this well. 

MR. GLAZE: What year? 

MR. BROOKS: 1964, and tested the equivalent to the 

Citronelle producinq horizon, which is the Rodessa Sliqo zone. 

We set the casinq in this well down to a total depth of 9600 

feet. We thouqht we had somethinq in that well, but it was 

later determined that the show of ••• a little show of oil an 

qas that we had there was from a deeper depth. That was 

determined after we drilled, in this same area, a well three~ 

quarters of a mile away, which was structurally quite similar 

to the Humble well and which had no shows of oil or qas in the 

Rodessa Sliqo section. My associates and I now want to qo 

down to test these lower zones in this old Humble well by 

settinq casinq to the depth of approximately 15,000 feet. We 

know that they had some oil and some qas at that lower zone. 

They attempted to test tt by corinq it. The old type core 

valve that they used did not recover the more porous and per~ 

meable parts of the strata and the drill stem test has been 

made of this old well, which was only one drill stem test made 

at 14,700 feet, approximately. It was a failure probably due 

to mechanical reasons. We think that there is a qood possi~ 
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bility that this will be productive. We likewise think that 

the sands in the Cotton Valley located at 12,200 and 12,300 

feet in this same hole have a chance of being productive. 

The petition that I have before the Board is to allow us to 

pool 160 acres into a unit in order to make a pattern of 

development that will be economically feasible. To develop 

om a smaller pattern for oil would not be feasible due to the 

great coat of drilling these deep tests. The Humble spent 

a~proximately one million dollars drilling this well in 1948. 

Coats have risen since then, but so has knowledge of drilling 

improved, so that we think that the wells could now be drille 

and completed in this zone for somewhere in the neighborhood 

of $300,000 for a single completion and perhaps $350,000 for 

a d~l completion. It is necessary to attract very large sums 

of money to drill wells to this depth and we need to have the 

larger spacing in order to make this kind of operation eco­

nomically feasible. By comparison, the Citronelle wells are 

usually drilled to a depth of 11,500 feet and they usually 

co,st about $17 5, 000 to $200,000, some of them a little higher, 

to complete as producers, and on 40-acre spacing, this is not 

very sound economically. We will be going to much greater 

depths and to much greater expense. As a matter of faat, the 

surface casings that we will have to set will be down to 
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around 3900 feet. To drill to these deeper depths, in order 

to protect us from haTinq C&Te-ins, we haTe to spend much 

qreater •~• to protect the hole close to the surface, and 

then, of course, when you qet deeper, you naturally haTe to 

haTe a much biqqer riq to take care of the much heaTier loads 

that the pipe will carry. So economically speakinq, we need 

160-acre apacinq for oil and I would like to also qet 640-acr 

spacinq approTed for qas in this area because if we qet qas 

wells, why, one qas well will drain 640 acres. Now, in Miss-

issippi, there are only about three SmackoTer discoTeries. 

One of them is a one-well field which was drilled about two 

years aqo, BienTille Forest. Subsequent wells in that area 

haTe proTen to be dry. There's only one field with any lonq 

history behind it, which is the Lorinq Field (phon.) which 
d-J-,{1f 

qas diatri wells, that is, has two wells. Those wells are 

they produce both qas and oil, and they are unitized. The 

whole field ia ~itized to those two wells. Actually, they 

weuld haTe been drilled on 160-acre ••• on 640-acre apacinq, 

which is the pattern for qas in Mississippi. That's my under 

standinq. I think that's true. There haTe been one or two 

recent diacoTeries of SmackoTer oil oYer there, but they haTe 

no history behind them, but industry is not inclined, particu 

larly people in the oil business are not inclined to drill 
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more wells than are necessary down to this great depth. I 

have the job of attracting •• , I have gotten abo~t a quarter 

of this venture already financed. I still have to finance 

about three-quarters of it by selling interests. I can't sel 

them on the basis of spacing that now exists, that is, 40-acr 

spacing. It is necessary to get the larger spacing. As I 

~derstand it, the Board has the right to set spacing and als 

if they have petitions that are supported by affidavits from 

everyone who is interested, they will set spacing, say, just 

because all ef the people agree to it. In this instance, we 

can't get the latter within the time that I have allotted 

under my leases. My leases would run out before I could get 

approval of all of the landowners, all of the mineral holders, 

not the landowners, but the mineral holders in this area. 

Some of them live in England. Some live in Texas and in vari­

ous parts of the United States. It would be very difficult to 

explain te all ef these people what we're trying to do and the 

necessity for it, and while I was trying to do that, I wouldn' 

have time to raise the money that I've got to raise. My 

leases, some of which I only have for a short time, would ex­

pire, and this area would then go dormant. I couldn't operate 

under the circumstance or under the idea of getting everyone's 

permissien. However, in my leases, all of our leases state 
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that if the Board prescribes a spacing pattern, why, the 

leases go according to what the Board prescribes and most of 

my leases say nothing about size whatsoeTer of the pooled 

unit except that they go according to what the Board sets; 

whateTer ruling the Board makes is the ruling that we abide 

by. N~w, in the way of engineering as far as the drainage is 

cencerned, my engineer in this &rea will be M. E. Norman, who 

has written a letter to the Board recommending from an engin­

eering standpoint as well as economics, this wider spacing. 

Would you care for me to read his letter? 

CHMN. HANBY: I don't belieTe we could accept it in eTi­

dence. He'd haTe to be here to testify. 

MR. BROOJCS: He would haTe to be here to testify? 

CHMN. HANBY: Ye11. 

MR. BROOJCS: You couldn't accept his letter? He vas go-

ing to come oTer, but at the last minute, something came up. 

He is operating & field and something came up in the field, 

which is the Warsaw Field in Mississippi. Something came up 

in the field that he had to attend to today &ad he could not 

come up. The zone that we are going to te11t 1* shewn en this 

log which is blown up to & larger scale. Would yeu care for 

me to present this as an exhibit? 

CHMN. HANBY: Yes, if you wish to. 
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MR. BROOKS: Yes sir, I would like to. This ia the 

SmackoTer li•. 

(Mr. Brooks presented copies of the 
document to the Board Members) 

MR. BROOKS: This zone at 14,700 feet down to about 

14,730 feet on this loq is the zone from which the oil came 

o~t ef the hole and contaminated the mud. That was the time 

they pulled the pipe out of the hole, the report is, and the 

loq Terifies that, One loq is on the riqht-hand side of this 

column where it says '"Mud contaminated with free oil 4ac,all: 

returns.• That is the ••• after they passed throuqh this 

14,700-foot zone, eTery time they would pull the pipe out of 

the hole, the oil would come out on the pits and it is that 

zone that we are most interested in. The cores of that zone 

also showed some eTidence of oil, good oil odor and a glow of 

good blue fluorescence. Would you care to take a look at this 

core record opposite those core descriptions? 

MR. HARRIS: Do you expect to offer that as an exhibit? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes. I can offer that as an exhibit, too. 

CHMN, HANBY: Let's see, now, did you prepare this or was 

it prepared under your direction? 

MR. BROOKS: No. These are records which came from the 

Humble Oil Company from their core descriptions of this well. 



MR. LaMOREAUX: Mr. Brooks, do you have another copy? 

MR. BROOKS: I have three copies of that. The electric 

loqs are on file. These, of ceurae, are just excerpts from 

the electric loq and excerpts from the mud loq of that well. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: What Mr. Brooks has done is take the 

electric loq here and have a blown up section of that part of 

the electric loq that's shown here. It's shown over here the 

qeoleqist's description, the drilling type loq and the oil-qa 

information. 

CHMN. HANBY: Well, the ~estion I have, are these three 

items all of record here? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: No, the only records that we would have, 

unless just voluntarily the company supplied additional rec­

ords, would be the electric loq. That's why I asked. I 

didn't know whether we had the file here on this well or 

whether it was over there. 

MR. TUCKER: We don't have the cere analysis. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: We de not have the cere analysis. We 

only have the eleatrio loq and we probably have the samples. 

MR. TUGrER: Yes. 

MR. WHITE: We miqht have some ef the corea. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: We miqht have soae of the cores down­

stairs, but this is oeapany material and I expect Mr. Brooks 
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ebt&ined this from the aempany files. 

MR. BROOKS: I did, yes. Th&t is net published informa­

tion. New, qentlemen, this area has been drilled with three 

wells down to the Rodessa zone, which is the Citrenelle pro­

ducinq zone. One well was drilled by my associates and mysel 

last ••• earlier this year, which was drilled on the Scett 

land, Section 28. 

MR. GLAZE: Hew far is ••• 

MR. BROOKS: Three quarters of a mile from this place. 

Another well was drilled, Section 14, 6 North, 4 West, about 

eiqht years aqe by the Zach Brooks Drillinq Company and ••• 

CHMN. HANBY: Were they drilled on 40-acre spaainq? 

MR. BROOKS: Well, they were drilled on qovernmental 40' , 

yes sir, which is wh&t I drilled on, toe, down to that depth. 

This &rea, we think, has been tested not only with these thre 

wells threuqh the Rodessa section, but also by four other vel 

in this area which went down to the Lever Tuscaloosa to a 

of approximately 7,000 feet, and no shallow production, no 

production down to the Rodessa Sliqo to and includinq the 

Rodessa Sliqe formation has been found. Therefore, what we'r 

talkinq about, as far as poolinq is concerned, is only the 

deeper formations, the Cotten Valley and the Smackover. 

MR. BRITTON: Did yeu distinquish what the results were 
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from the drillinq of the well that was three-quarters of a 

mile from this well here that you propose to deepen? 

MR. BROOtS: Did I w&at, sir? 

MR. BRITTON: What were the results, or did you state, 

from the well that you drilled this year, I belieTe you said 

this year, or was it last year? 

MR. BROOKS: It was a dry hole. We had no shows of oil 

in there, or qas, down to the depth that we went, which was 

equiTalent to the zones that are producinq in Citronelle. 

MR. BRITTON: Did I understand you to say there had been 

three or four other dry holes in that area? 

MR. BROQ[S: There haTe been two other wells that haTe 

qone to the Rodessa formation. One is this deep well. One 

is Zaah Brooks #1 Latham (phon.) which went inte the Rodessa, 

but it was off-structure somewhat. It was about three to fou 

miles away from the center of the structure, and I don't be­

lieTe that it wev.ld be considered a fair test of the zone. It 

went to 10,226 feet. 

MR. BRITTON: I belioTe you said that yow. had sold about 

25~ enev.qh stock, or vhateTer you call it, to finance this 

operation? 

MR. BROOKS: I haTe associates who are with me in this 

Tenture who haTe aqreed to pay their proportionate part of the 
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cost of this, which is about 25% of the total cost of the wel • 

MR. GLAZE: What do you estimate the cost? 

MR. BROOU3: 

MR. GLAZE: 

MR. BROOKS: 

MR. GLAZE: 

MR. BROOU3: 

The cost of the new well? 

No, I meant this. 

This? I estimate this cost •.• 

$300,000? 

No, no, this operation to go back in this 

old hole, if we can do it, that is, unless we haTe some condi 

tion in the hole which makes it impossible to or impractical 

financially to do, why, it will cost in the neighborhood of 

$150,800 to qo back in this hole and set casinq and try to 

complete it. Now, actually, that cost, I'm adding on to that 

cost a lee-way factor for safety and I'm also addinq the cost 

of some of my leases, the actual enqineer's cost of the actua 

job. Without any trouble, we figure to run $122,550. 

MR. GLAZE: You mentioned a moment aqo a cost of $300,00 • 

What was that? I didn't ••• 

MR. BROOKS: Yes. That is to drill. That would be an 

estimated cost of drilling and completing a well to this par­

ticular zone, a new well to this particular zone. 

MR. GLAZE: 

MR. BROOU3: 

MR. GLAZE: 

You mean 14,000 ••• 

14,750 feet. 

And what did you say this well originally 
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cost? 

MR. BROOKS: About a million dollars. 

MR. BRITTON: In '48? 

MR. BROOKS: In 1948. 

MR. BRITTON: New, let me ask you this question, if I 

lllil. y. I just Vil.nt to qet this thinq clear in my mind. The 

r&&son that you're before this Board here is because you pro­

pose to enlarqe this thinq from 40 acres to 160 on oil and 

640 on qas in an effort to attract capital? 

MR. BROOKS: That is riqht, sir, and so that if we find 

somethinq, we can profit out of it, not just the landowners. 

We want the landowners to ••. 

CHMN. HANBY: Does your location now include 640 acres 

on ••• 

MR. BROOKS: No sir, it does not. I would like to qet a 

emerqency rulinq to that effect, if it's possible to do so. 

CHMN. HANBY: I think you'll haTe to redo it. You see, 

you haTe to adTertise it. 

MR. BROOKS: I see. 

CHMN. HANBY: In your petition, did you ask that in your 

petition? 

MR. BROOKS: NGw, I haTe talked with seTeral of the land­

owners in this ar&&, the larqer landowners who are concerned 
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with this matter, and explained it to them. Mr. Jesse 

Williams, who owns about 1500 acres and whose land this well 

is on, says that it is perfectly all right with him. He says 

that he doesn't know anything about the oil business. It's 

my business and I'll be spending the money and whateTer I want 

to do is all right with him. He says that 160-acre spacing 

for oil is agreeable, as far as he is concerned. Now, I'Te 

talked with the Scetts, who own 4,000 acres in this area, the 

largest landowner in the area. As a matter of fact, I spent 

all day with them day before yesterday. They called Mr. Harri 

and talked with Mr. Harris oTer the telephone, and at first 

they were not in faTor of this spacing, I hadn't discussed it 

with them, and then after I explained it all to them, well, 

they were willing to the larger spacing. 

MR. GLAZE: How close is the Boykin interest? 

MR. BROOKS: Boykin has no land in this area that is 

affected by this geological area as we now think the area is, 

unless it would be on the edge, which would be, I would say, 

fiTe miles away, as the field goes, oTer fiTe miles from the 

center. Then it's possible it would be on some of Mr. Boykin' 

land. 

CHMN. HANBY: His land is East of this, isn't it? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes sir. His land is East. His associates 
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h Tea tremendous n~er of acres in this area, but it's all 

E st. I don't think it's affected. 

MR. GLAZE: You said about fiTe miles? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes sir. It isn't within this Township. 

N w, the acreaqe en the East side of the Township, I don't 

much hepe for. As a matter of fact, I haTen't eTen 

past the ••• Mr. Boykin's land doesn't eTen show 

my map, as far as the land map. 

MR. GLAZE: How close or how far are you from the Missis-

s'ppi line? 

MR. BROOKS: We're about fiTe miles from the Mississippi 

1 ne. 

MR. GLAZE: That's all riqht, just approximately. 

MR. BROOKS: Yes sir, about fiTe miles East of the State 

line. 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Brooks, how much land within the 160-

acre proposed spacinq does Mr. Scott own? 

MR. BROOKS: None within this. 

MR. HARRIS: None in this particular •• , 

MR. BROOKS: No. HoweTer, Mr. Scott is Titally interest-~~~ 
(Jel/ ;._-J· 4S" ed because his will be ••• second 1 l will be on his land, 

in all probability, if we qet a well here. He will be uni-

ti ed anyway. Part of his land will be unitized, and he told 
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me when it qot to tha.t point, he would come and appear before 

the Board as a. witness in my behalf, so I think we haTe the 

s~pport of the larqer landowners and I haTen't spoken to the 

smaller ones beca.~se tha.t would require a tremendous amount o 

time. Now, the Humble Oil Company has in this area about 

1400 mineral acres. They haTe leased to me 40 mineral acres 

tha.t is the drill site and that surro~nd the drill site, and 

Humble, I ta.lked with them and they said that they ••• I 

talked to the head land man in Hattiesb~rq, Mississippi ••• 

MR. GLAZE: They'Te leased you what, now? 

MR. BR<XKS: They'Te leased me 40 acres. 

MR. GLAZE: And wha.t around it, now? 

MR. BROOKS: They han 1400 acres around it. 

MR. GLAZE: They'Te leased you 40? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes sir, that is, 40 mineral acres; actually 

160 surface a.cres, because their interest is one-~arter min• 

era.l interest. 

MR. GLAZE: I see. 

CHMN. HANBY: Who has the other mineral interest, do you 

know? 

MR. BROOKS: Under this? No. They're Enqlish people. 

Jesse Williams has a quarter. He's the landowner. There are 

some people in Enqland who haTe a 10-acre interest. There is 
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a preacher down there that has a 16-acre, 4-acre interest. 

There are people in Tyler and in Houston that have a half in­

terest, quarter interest. 

MR. GLAZE: How many acres wtth the owners in Alabama? 

You said seme in Texas, some in England. Just roughly what 

percentage, what preportion? 

MR. BROOI'.:S: Within this 160 acres? 

MR. GLAZE: Yes sir. 

MR. BROOKS: I would say ••• 

MR. GLAZE: Just. •• 

MR. BROOKS: Under the drill site itself is one quarter, 

that is, the 40 acres that the well is on, it'• one quarter. 

Under the ••• a quarter, less than 10 acres, which is a quar­

ter under three quarters under the next 40. On the 40 West 

of that, it's about half. Now, on the 40 in the Northwest 

Quarter; it's about 10'7.. 

MR. HARRIS: You meant who owned that, did you not? 

MR. BROOKS: So I would say a total of about 25'7.. 

MR. GLAZE: Owned by Alabama people? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes sir, a little bit more than 25'7. is owne 

by Alabama peeple. 

MR. GLAZE: That would be local people, wouldn't it? 

MR. BROOKS: That would be ••• principally, it's Jesse 
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Williams, who liTes on the land. Here is the map there. 

(At this point in the proceedinqs there was 
&n off-the-record discussion between Mr. 
Brooks and Board Members) 

There's an estate in here that owns a 10-acre interest and 

that estate is ••• one of the estate is in the penitentiary 

and two in Mobile and one liTes in ••• so rouqhly speakinq, 

it's & quarter interest, mostly Jesse Williams. He has aqree 

to it. 

CHVili. HANBY: Do yo~ at this point haTe an assiqnment of 

the Humble Oil interest? 

MR. BROOts: I haTe a lease, an &qreement from the Hum-

ble, yes sir. 

CHMN. HlNBY: That's all riqht, you needn't show it, j~s 

testify, 

MR. BROOKS: Yes sir, I do haTe. 

CHMN. HANBY: And that is a ~arter interest in the 160 

&ere a? 

MR. BROOts: That is a quarter interest under most of the 

160 acres, yes sir, not the whole of the 160 because you see 

these non-residents in here from Tarious places. Humble is 

not under ••• Humble is only under Jesse William&' land. 

CHMN. HANBY: That's all riqht. You needn't qet it out. 

Is there anythinq else? 
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MR. LaMOREAUX: I'd like to ask our engineer regarding 

t~e permit. Now, thi& well was drilled in 1948 and there is 

a~ original file and permit and other pertinent papers. Now, 

i$ the permit in order? 

MR. WHITE: It i&, except for Mr. Brooks' bond. It's 

cqunter&iqned or co•siqned by Mr. Bianci (phon.), who, I 

urlderstand, i& &till somewhat of his associate in this Ten-

t~re, but if Mr. Bianci objects to being on the bond, Mr. 

B~ooks can haTe him remoTed by a letter from the bonding com-

pany directed t& me. 

MR. BROOKS: He is not intere&ted directly. Mr. Bianci 

is' not interested. In other words, he's not putting up any 

money. 

MR. WHITE: Then I would suggest you haTe Mr. Bianci and 

th~ bonding company direct a letter to us. 

CHMN. HANBY: Is that a blanket bond? 

MR. WHITE: No &ir, a single well bond. 

CHMN. HANBY: How long has that been in ••• 

MR. WHITE: In 1964, wher Mr. Broeks reentered the well. 

MR. BROOKS: Yes. , 
I 

MR. LaMOREAUX: We haTe hne other piece of correspondence 

rewarding this well that perhaps should be read into the reo­

or~. if that's the desire of the Board. 



CHMN. HANBY: All right. 

MR. L~OREAUX: It's addressed to the State Oil ~nd G~s 

Board, University, Alabama, and it's dated August 18, 1965: 

'"Gentlemen: 

'"Mr. David K. Brooks h~s been here most ef the 
day. Some few y&&r& ago, my family donated 
him 3,000 ~ere& of le~ses and I got some 
friends to donate him some other leases. We 
are on a deal to agree with him on 160-acre 
spacing, but for the time being and until the 
papers are signed, we wish to vigorously pro­
test the granting of 160-acre spacing on the 
Jesse R. Williams location or thereabouts. 
I make the above statement without prejudice 
because we are going to attempt to work out 
a deal with Mr. Brooks. We have ~!ways found 
him to be an honorable man, and the main fac­
tor in mind is we don't have time to work out 
the details of our trade before your meeting 
on August 20. When our ~greement has been 
completed, if it is, I shall either write you 
again or come to the meeting with him on behalf 
of my family and my friends. 

'"Yours very truly, 

'"How•rd Scott.• 

CHMN. HANBY: That w~s dated when? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: August 18. 

CHMN. HANBY: 1965? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Yes sir. 

MR. BROOKS: In view of this protest by Mr. Scott, I 

would be willing to wait until the, what is it, September l7t 

meeting? 
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MR. LaMOREAUX: Yes sir. 

MR. BROOKS: So that we can ••• rather than have any 

controversy, which apparently this would inject into it, it 

gives the opinion that he doesn't want this to go through at 

this time, and inasmuch as he does not want this to go throug 

now, why, I will request the Board to defer your decision in 

this matter until the September 17th meeting, 

MR. LaMOREAUX: You would like then to readvertise for 

the 640-acre spacing for gas also? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes. 

MR. HARRIS: On a revised petition? 

MR. BROOKS: On a revised petition, right. Is there any­

thing else that you have? 

MR, LaMOREAUX: No, that's all the correspondence we 

have. No further questions. 

MR. WHITE: Would you, Mr. Brooks, furnish us with a 

revised petition setting out exactly what you purport to.,, 

MR. BROOKS: Yes. 

MR. HARRIS: When Mr. Scott called, he told me partially 

what he said today. 

MR. BROOKS: He's objecting, as I understand it, to the 

granting of this petition? 

MR. LaMOREAUX: That's what it sounds like. 
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MR. BROOKS: I don't want to do anythinQ that would be •• 

I don't want to proceed with it then ~ntil we have the f~ll 

cooperation of Mr. Scott. 

CHMN, HANBY: Well, then it's my ~nderstandinQ that yo~ 

request the Board to readvertise your petition and amend it 

also by requestinQ 640-acre spacinQ for Qas, is that correct? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes. 

CHMN. HANBY: Is there any objection? 

(No re11ponse) 

CHMN, HANBY: All riQht, then. The staff is instructed 

to readvertise the petition. 

MR. HARRIS: Mr. Broeks, you'll have to Qet the petition 

in,fir&t. 

CHMN, HANBY: Yo~ can take these exhibits, as they were 

not introduced in evidence. Gentlemen, that brings us down 

now to the approval of the May 21, 1965 minutes, 

MR. LaMOREAUX: They have been read, Mr. Chairman, and 

are in order. I assume that the Board Members have read them. 

CHMN, HANBY: I have read them and they're in order, 

according to the Board Members. So far as we're concerned, 

we recommend that they be approved. 

MR. BIITTOH: It's so moved. 

CHMN, HANBY: It's been moved and I second the motion 
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that the min~tes of May 21, 1965 meeting be approTed. Those 

in faTor, let it be known by saying •aye• -· opposed, •no.• 

(All Board Members Toted •aye•) 

CHMN. HANBY: The •ayes• haTe it. The minutes are 

approTed. The next item on the agenda is labeled •open 

Session.• We'll be glad to hear from anyone in the audience 

or anyone present on any matter that might be of interest to 

the Board or to yo~ as an indiTidual or as a company. We're 

Tery happy to haTe yo~ gentlemen present this morning and 

want to congratulate yo~ on the manner in which yo~ presented 

,._. respectiTe petitions and cases. I think I speak for the 

Beard in welcoming yo~ before the Board at anytime yo~ haTe 

any b~siness, because that's what we're anxious to see, we 

want to help anyway we can. Is there anyone here that has 

anything to say? 

(No response) 

CHMN. HANBY: O~r normal procedure, after we haTe heard 

the testimony on the different petitions before the Board, is 

to either make a decision after the hearing of the petition 

or the testimony or in some cases we take it up and discuss 

it in special session, executiTe session, so if there's noth­

ing further to come before this open session, we will now 

temporarily adjourn the meeting, and it being 12:00 o'clock, 
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I think we can adjourn for lunch. We'll come back, say, at 

1:30 to go into exec~tive session, and then when we finish 

that, we will go back into our regular session and give our 

decision in the one case that's pending. So at this time, we 

will recess ••• wait a minute, if you gentlemen will wait 

outside, maybe we could have a little session riqht now and 

let yeu go. 

(At 12:05 P.M., August 20, 1965, the Board recessed 
the regular session to go into executive session.) 

(At 12:12 P.M., August 20, 1965, the Board 
reconvened the hearing in regular session.) 

CHMN. HANBY: Let's ask them back in. Let the record 

show that the Board is now back in session. We have taken up 

and considered the matter contained as Item 3 on the agenda, 

which was the petition by Humble Oil & Refining Company to 

complete an oil well known as Rex Alman #4 and then to conver 

a well known as Rex Alman Well #2 into a salt water disposal 

well. We've heard the evidence and we've considered the peti 

tion and the exhibits introduced. What is the feeling of the 

Board? 

MR. BRITTON: I move that Item No. 3 on this agenda be 

granted. 

MR. GLAZE: I second the motion. 

CHMN. HANBY: It's been moved and seconded that the item 
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listed as No. 3, which is the petition of the Humble Oil & 

Refininq Company as set out on the aqenda, be qranted. Those 

in faTor, let it be known by sayinq •aye• -- opposed, •no.• 

(All Board Members Toted •aye•) 

CHMN. HANBY: The •ayes• haTe it and the petition is 

qranted. 

MR. LaMOREAUX: Thank you, gentlemen. 

CHMN. HANBY: We wish you luck, gentlemen. 

MR. THOMPSON: Thank you. 

MR. BATES: Thank you. 

CHMN. HANBY: Mow we will recess for lunch. 

(Whereupon, at 12:15 P.M., Auqust 20, 1965, the 
Board adjourned the reqular session of the hearinq.) 

* * * 
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing transcript is a 

true and accurate account of the proceedings before 
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